
 
 

Today’s Daf In Review is being sent l’zecher nishmas Habachur Yechezkel Shraga A”H ben R’ Avrohom 
Yehuda 
 

Zevachim Daf Samach Aleph 
 

• R’ Huna in the name of Rav said, the Mizbe’ach in Shiloh was made of stone. A Braisa says this 
as well. The Braisa says that R’ Eliezer ben Yaakov says that there are 3 pesukim that refer to 
the Mizbe’ach as being made of stone. One refers to the Mizbe’ach of Shiloh, one to the 
Mizbe’ach of Nov and Givon, and one to the Mizbe’ach of the Beis Hamikdash.  

o Q: R’ Achdivoy bar Ami asked, a Braisa says that the fire came down from Heaven onto 
Moshe’s Mizbe’ach, and it remained there until Shlomo built the Mizbe’ach for the Beis 
Hamikdash, at which time it left and a new fire came down from Heaven. That new fire 
remained until it left in the times of King Menasheh. Now, if R’ Huna is correct, the fire 
from Moshe’s Mizbe’ach left many years before the Beis Hamikdash was built!? A: R’ 
Huna will hold like R’ Nosson in another Braisa, who said that the Mizbe’ach in Shiloh 
was not the Mizbe’ach of Moshe. A2: R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak said, when the Braisa 
says the fire did not leave the Mizbe’ach of Moshe, it means it did not entirely leave it, 
although there was a new Mizbe’ach that was used. The Rabanan explain that sparks 
from the fire on Moshe’s Mizbe’ach would go and light a fire on the Mizbe’ach of Shiloh, 
and R’ Pappa says that the fire would move around – sometimes it was on the 
Mizbe’ach of Moshe and sometimes on the Mizbe’ach of Shiloh.  

• A Mishna says that when the people left Bavel to return to EY they increased the size of the 
Mizbe’ach by adding 4 amos on the south and 4 amos on the west.  

o R’ Yosef explained that this was done because the old size was not large enough to 
handle all of the korbanos of the Yidden at that time. 

▪ Q: Abaye asked, the pesukim tell us that there were many more Yidden there 
during the First Beis Hamikdash than during the Second Beis Hamikdash, so why 
did they need a larger Mizbe’ach? A: R’ Yosef said, the First Beis Hamikdash had 
the help of the Heavenly fire, which consumed the korbanos quickly. It did not 
do so during the Second Beis Hamikdash. A2: Ravin in the name of R’ Shimon 
ben Pazi in the name of Bar Kappara said, the reason they expanded the 
Mizbe’ach was to create a system for the wine and water poured onto the 
Mizbe’ach to flow through into the areas known as the “shisin”. During the First 
Beis Hamikdash they thought that the pasuk’s requirement that it be a “Mizbach 
adamah” requires that it be completely filled with earth, thus not allowing a 
system to allow liquid to flow within it. In the Second Beis Hamikdash they said 
that the “eating” of korbanos (the burning) and the “drinking” (the pouring of 
the wine and water) must be the same in that they must both take place 
through the Mizbe’ach. Therefore, these shisin were required. They said that 
“mizbach adamah” just means that the Mizbe’ach must be attached to the 
ground, and not built on top of arches or tunnels.  

o R’ Yosef said, the reason the Mizbe’ach was expanded at that time was because the 
Anshei Kneses Hagedola, who were around at that time, knew the exact measurement 
that the Mizbe’ach was supposed to be. Shlomo did not, and therefore made it smaller 
than it was supposed to be. 

▪ Q: The pasuk tells us that Dovid told Shlomo all the specifications of the building 
and the keilim, which were told to him by Hashem. How can we say that they 
did not know the true measurements? A: Rather, R’ Yosef said, a pasuk creates 
a hekesh between the Beis Hamikdash and the Mizbe’ach, which teaches that 
just like the Beis Hamikdash was 60 amos long, the Mizbe’ach could be made up 
to that length as well. Therefore, they decided to expand it for their needs at 
that time, since they had the ability to do so.  

 


