
 
 

Today’s Daf In Review is being sent l’zecher nishmas Habachur Yechezkel Shraga A”H ben R’ Avrohom 
Yehuda 
 

Makkos Daf Chuf Daled 
 

• R’ Simlai darshened, there were 613 mitzvos said to Moshe, of which there are 365 lavim 
corresponding to the days of the solar year and 248 mitzvos assei corresponding to the organs 
of the human body. R’ Hamnuna said, this is seen in the pasuk of “Torah tziva lanu Moshe 
morasha”. “Torah” is gematriya 611. Add to this the first two of the aseres hadibros, which were 
given to us by Hashem, and we have the total of 613. 

o Dovid Hamelech came and summarized these into 11 fundamentals: 
▪ “Holeich tamim” – as we find by Avrohom where the pasuk says “hishalech 

lifanai vehyei samim”. 
▪ “Po’el tzedek” – as we find by Abba Chilkiya, who worked with utmost honesty. 
▪ “Dover emes bilvavo” – as we find by R’ Safra, who sold for a price he had 

accepted in his heart even though he was offered more money. 
▪ “Lo ragal ahl lishono” – as we find by Yaakov Avinu who was afraid to say an 

untruth even to get the brachos. 
▪ “Lo asa l’rei’eihu ra’ah – this refers to someone who does not try to take away 

the business of another. 
▪ “V’cherpa lo nasa ahl kerovo” – this refers to someone who pulls his relatives or 

close ones near. 
▪ “Nivzeh b’einav nim’as” – as we find by Chizkiyahu Hamelech, who dragged his 

father’s bones on the ground to degrade him for being a rasha. 
▪ “V’es yirei Hashem yichabeid” – as we find by Yehoshafat Melech Yehudah, who 

would get up from his throne when he saw a talmid chochom, and go and hug 
and kiss him, and call him “rebbi, rebbi, mari, mari”. 

▪ “Nishbah l’harah v’lo yamir” – as we find by R’ Yochanan who kept his word to 
fast, even though he truly didn’t have to. 

▪ “Kaspo lo nassan b’neshech” – this refers to someone who lends without ribis 
even to goyim. 

▪ “V’shochad ahl naki lo lakach” – as we find by R’ Yishmael the son of R’ Yose, 
who refused to accept payment one day early from his sharecropper who was 
coming to him to be judged in a case.  

▪ The pasuk then says “osei eileh lo yimot l’olam”. When R’ Gamliel would reach 
this pasuk he would cry and say, is it only someone who does all these 11 things 
who will not falter, but if someone only does one he will falter? R’ Akiva said to 
him, the pasuk says “oisei eileh”, not “osei kol eileh”, and therefore, even doing 
one of them will prevent a person from faltering.  

o Yeshayahu came and decreased these into 6: 
▪ “Holech tzedakos” – as we find by Avrohom, where the pasuk says “ki yidativ 

l’maan asher yitzaveh…”. 
▪ “Dover meisharim” – refers to someone who doesn’t embarrass another person 

in public. 
▪ “Mo’eis b’vetza ma’ashakos” – as we find by R’ Yishmael ben Elisha, who would 

not take Kohanic gifts from someone who usually gave them to another Kohen. 
▪ “No’er kapav mitmoch bashochad” – as we find by R’ Yishmael the son of R’ 

Yose, who wouldn’t take money that was due him from a litigant out of fear 
that it would influence his judgment.  

▪ “Oteim azno mishmo’ah damim” – as we find by R’ Elazar the son of R’ Shimon, 
who would not remain silent upon hearing a derogatory remark made against 
one of the Rabanan.  



▪ “V’otzem einav meir’os b’rah” – this is as taught by R’ Chiya bar Abba, who says 
that a person should not look at women as they are washing clothes by the 
river.  

▪ The pasuk then says that doing these things brings a person to lofty heights.  
o Micha came and decreased these to 3: 

▪ “Asos mishpat” – refers to “din” (to have laws regarding human decency and to 
have courts to enforce these laws). 

▪ “V’ahavas chesed” – refers to gemilus chasadim. 
▪ “V’hatznei leches” – this refers to burying the dead and marrying off a bride. 

• If these things, which are normally done publicly, must be done 
discreetly, then certainly things that should be done discreetly (giving 
tzedaka) must be done so as well! 

o Yeshayahu came again and decreased these into 2, as the pasuk says “Koh amar 
Hashem, shimru mishpat va’asu tzedaka”. 

o Amos came and decreased these to one, as the pasuk says “Koh amar Hashem l’beis 
Yisrael dirshuni vichyu” (seek Me and live). 

▪ Q: R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak asked, maybe “seek Me” refers to all of the Torah!? 
A: Rather, it was Chabakuk who came and decreased these to one, as the pasuk 
says “v’tzadik be’emunaso yichyeh”. 

• R’ Yose bar Chanina said, Moshe Rabbeinu made four gezeiros and four nevi’im came along and 
were mevatel them: 

o Moshe said that the Yidden will live in security as long as there are people like Yaakov 
among them. Amos came along and asked Hashem to allow them to live in security even 
when there is noone like Yaakov among them, and Hashem agreed.  

o Moshe said the Yidden will have no peace in galus. Yirmiya came along and asked 
Hashem to allow them peace even in galus.  

o Moshe said that Hashem punishes children for the sins of their father. Yechezkel came 
along and said, it is the only the soul that sins that shall die.  

o Moshe said the Yidden will be destroyed among the goyim in galus. Yeshayahu came 
along and said that the Yidden will be lost, but not destroyed.  

▪ Rav said, I am afraid of this pasuk that says that the Yidden will be destroyed 
among the goyim in galus. R’ Pappa said, maybe the pasuk means they will be 
lost, like a lost item which is constantly being searched for by its owner. Rather, 
Rav was afraid of the end of the pasuk that says “the land of your enemies will 
consume you”. Mar Zutra asked, we can say the pasuk refers to the type of 
eating of one who eats cucumbers, where some are eaten and others are left on 
the vine. This would mean that the Yidden will never be totally destroyed.  

• It once happened that R’ Gamliel, R’ Elazar ben Azarya, R’ Yehoshua, and R’ Akiva were 
travelling and they heard the sounds of the Roman crowds from 120 mil away. They all began to 
cry, except R’ Akiva, who began to smile. They asked him why he was smiling. He said to them, 
why are you crying? They said, these goyim who worship avodah zara live in peace and security, 
and we have our Beis Hamikdash destroyed by fire and we shouldn’t cry!? R’ Akiva said, that is 
exactly why I am smiling. If this is how Hashem rewards these resha’im, how much more will he 
reward those who do His will! 

o Another time they were going up to Yerushalayim. When they reach Har Hatzofim they 
ripped their clothing. When they came to the Har Habayis they saw a fox come out of 
the Kodesh Hakodashim. They all began to cry, except R’ Akiva, who began to smile. 
They asked him why he was smiling. He said to them, why are you crying? They said, 
that is the place regarding which the pasuk says “v’hazar hakareiv yumas” and now 
there are foxes walking there, and we shouldn’t cry!? He said, that is exactly why I am 
smiling. The pasuk seems to link the nevuah of Uriyah, which says that Zion will be like a 
plowed over field, to the nevuah of Zecharya, which says that old men and women will 
once again sit in the streets of Yerushalayim. Until the nevuah of Uriyah was fulfilled, I 
was scared that the nevuah of Zecharya will not be fulfilled. Now that I see that Uriya’s 
nevuah has been fulfilled, I am certain that the nevuah of Zecharya will be fulfilled as 
well. When R’ Akiva said this to them, they told him, “Akiva you have comforted us, 
Akiva you have comforted us”. 



 
 

HADRAN ALACH PEREK EILU HEIN HALOKIN!!! 

 
HADRAN ALACH MESECHTA MAKKOS!!! 

 
MAZEL TOV!!! 

 


