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Yevamos Daf Mem Ches 
 

• Q: The Gemara said that since the Rabanan hold that a woman caught in war can only be 
converted willingly, it must be that they hold that a freed slave can also only be fully converted 
willingly. R’ Pappa asked, maybe the Rabanan only hold that way with the woman, because she 
has no connection to any mitzvos. However, with regard to a freed slave who was chayuv in 
some mitzvos before he was freed, maybe they would agree that he becomes a full-fledged Yid 
even if he doesn’t want to!? In fact, there is a Braisa that must follow the Rabanan, which 
suggests that even a slave is converted against his will!? A: It must be that when the earlier 
Braisa compared the conversion of a ger to that of a slave, it was not comparing for purposes of 
willingness, it was comparing for purposes that both need to be toivel in a mikvah.  

• A Braisa says, the pasuk says that the woman captured at war must be left to “v’gilcha es rosha 
v’asisah es tziparneha”. R’ Eliezer says that means her nails must be cut (just as her hair must be 
cut), and R’ Akiva says it means that her nails must be left to grow (just like we cut off her hair 
so that she is unbecoming, we let her nails grow so that she is unbecoming). 

• A Braisa says, the woman must be left to “cry for her father and her mother”. R’ Eliezer says this 
means she must cry for her actual parents. R’ Akiva says it means she must cry for her avodah 
zarah. The pasuk says this must be done for “yerach yamim”, which means for 30 days. R’ 
Shimon ben Elazar says, it means 90 days (yerach is 30, yamim is 30, and v’achar kein is another 
30). 

o Q: Ravina asked, maybe yerach is 30, yamim is 30, and achar kein means an amount 
equal to all the previous, which brings the total to 120!? Kashyeh. 

• A Braisa says, R’ Yishmael says one may keep a slave that did not get a bris. R’ Akiva says that 
such a slave may not be kept. R’ Yishmael said, the pasuk says that a slave must rest on 
Shabbos, which must be referring to a slave without a bris (because otherwise he is already 
included in the chiyuv to rest from another part of the pasuk). We see that such a slave may be 
kept!? R’ Akiva said, the pasuk is referring to a slave that was bought right before Shabbos 
without enough time to give a bris before Shabbos.  

• R’ Yehoshua ben Levi says, if one buys a slave from a goy and the slave doesn’t want to get a 
bris, the master may keep him for 12 months, trying to convince him, and if he is ultimately not 
convinced, he must sell him back to a goy.  

o The Rabanan said to R’ Pappa, this can’t follow R’ Akiva, because he doesn’t allow such 
a slave to be kept at all! R’ Pappa said, it may follow R’ Akiva. It may be that the case is 
where the slave initially accepted to get a bris and then later changed his mind about 
having it done. It may be that in that case even R’ Akiva would allow the slave to be 
kept for 12 months.  

▪ Q: R’ Zvid from Neharda’a asked, if R’ Akiva agrees in this case, why wouldn’t he 
have answered that this is the case of the slave without a bris referred to in the 
pasuk regarding Shabbos? A: R’ Kahana answered, it may be that R’ Akiva could 
have answered that as well, but chose the other answer of a slave that was 
purchased right before Shabbos. 

• Ravin said in the name of R’ Illai, if a purchaser stipulates that he is buying a slave on the 
condition that he not get a bris, such a slave may be kept without a bris.  

o The Rabanan said to R’ Pappa, this can’t follow R’ Akiva, because he doesn’t allow such 
a slave to be kept at all! R’ Pappa said, it may follow R’ Akiva. It may be that R’ Akiva 
only holds that way when a condition was not made.  



▪ Q: R’ Zvid from Neharda’a asked, if R’ Akiva agrees in this case, why wouldn’t he 
have answered that this is the case of the slave without a bris referred to in the 
pasuk regarding Shabbos? A: R’ Kahana answered, it may be that R’ Akiva could 
have answered that as well, but chose another answer of a slave that was 
purchased right before Shabbos. 

• R’ Chanina bar Pappi, R’ Ami, and R’ Yitzchak Nafcha were sitting together and said, there was a 
city in Eretz Yisrael where all the slaves refused to get a bris. The people held onto them for 12 
months, and then sold them back to goyim. This must follow the Braisa stated previously, that 
held this way. R’ Shimon ben Elazar says, such a slave may not be kept in Eretz Yisrael at all, so 
as not to increase the risk of tumah, and may not be kept at all in a border city, because of the 
risk that they will help goyim to conquer the city.  

• A Braisa says, R’ Chananya the son of R’ Gamliel says, the reason that geirem suffer is as 
punishment for their not keeping the 7 mitzvos Bnei Noach before they converted. R’ Yose says, 
a ger is like a newborn child and would therefore not be punished for earlier acts. Rather, the 
reason they suffer is because they are not familiar with the mitzvos and therefore fail to keep 
them. Abba Chanan in the name of R’ Elazar says, the reason they suffer is because they do the 
mitzvos out of fear of Heaven instead of love for Heaven. Others say, they suffer because they 
delayed in becoming geirem.  

 


