
 
 

Today’s Daf In Review is being sent l’zecher nishmas Habachur Yechezkel Shraga A”H ben R’ Avrohom 
Yehuda 
 

Yevamos Daf Yud Ches 
 

• Q: R’ Huna bar Chiya asked on R’ Yehuda (who says that there is zikah), our Mishna says that if 
the second brother did maamer to the yevama and then died, the third brother (who was born 
after the death of the first brother) must do chalitza to the second brother’s wife, and may not 
do yibum. According to R’ Yehuda, even without the maamer, the third brother should be assur 
to do yibum because she is the tzara of his “eishes achiv shelo haya b’olamo” through zikah!? 
Why does the Mishna say this is only so when maamer was done? A: Rabbah said, in truth he 
would not be allowed to do yibum even if no maamer was done. The Mishna speaks of where 
maamer was done to teach, that even though according to B”S who hold that maamer creates a 
full-fledged marriage D’Oraisa, even a chalitza would not have to be done with the second 
brother’s wife, our Mishna holds that maamer is only a Halacha D’Rabanan, and therefore 
chalitza must be done.  

• Q: Abaye asked, a Braisa says that if Reuven and Shimon are brothers, and Reuven dies without 
children, and before Shimon can even do maamer a new brother, Levi, is born, and Shimon dies 
childless, Reuven’s wife is patur from chalitza and yibum as an eishes ach shelo haya b’olamo. 
Shimon’s wife may be taken in yibum or given chalitza. Now, according to R’ Yehuda, Shimon’s 
wife should be assur to Levi as the tzara in zikah of an eishes ach shelo haya b’olamo!? A: This 
Braisa follows R’ Meir, who holds that there is no zikah.  

o Q: We find that R’ Meir does hold of a zikah, because a Braisa says, if there are 4 
brothers, 2 of who are married to 2 sisters, and those 2 brothers die, the 2 remaining 
brothers must do chalitza, and may not do yibum. Now, if R’ Meir does not hold of 
zikah, then one brother should be allowed to do yibum to one and the other brother to 
the other!? A: He actually holds that there is no zikah. The reason he does not allow 
yibum to be done is out of concern that after one brother does yibum, the other brother 
may die without having done yibum or chalitza, and now that mitzvah is gone (because 
the remaining yevama is the sister of his wife), and R’ Meir holds that it is assur to 
negate the mitzvah once it has been put in place.  

▪ Q: If he holds there is no zikah, he should also not have a problem with negating 
the mitzvah once it has been put in place, because we find that R’ Gamliel holds 
that there is no zikah and also holds there is no problem with negating the 
mitzvah!? A: R’ Meir does not have to hold like R’ Gamliel! 

▪ Q: R’ Meir seems to be concerned even for a possible negation of the mitzvah, 
whereas R’ Gamliel is not even concerned for the definite negation of the 
mitzvah!? Can we say that they are theoretically so far apart? A: It may be that 
one who is concerned will even be concerned for the case of a possibility, and 
one who is not concerned will not be concerned even in a definite case. 

• Abaye said to R’ Yosef, this teaching of R’ Yehuda (that there is zikah) is actually the shita of his 
rebbi Shmuel, who paskened like R’ Yehuda ben Beseira who says there is zikah, in a Mishna. 

o R’ Kahana said that R’ Zevid of Neharda’a had a version of R’ Yehuda’s statement 
where he said the statement in the name of Shmuel. This fits with Shmuel’s shita, 
because he paskened like R’ Yehuda ben Beseira who says in a Mishna that there is 
zikah.  

▪ Shmuel had to pasken as he did in R’ Yehuda’s case and in R’ Yehuda ben 
Beseira’s case. One teaches that there is zikah even if there is more than one 
brother, and the other teaches that there is zikah even after the death of the 
yevamah.  



 
MISHNA 

• If Reuven and Shimon are 2 brothers and Reuven dies without children, and then Shimon does 
yibum to Reuven’s wife, and then a new brother, Levi, is born, and then Shimon dies without 
children, Reuven’s wife is not subject to Levi’s yibum or chalitza because she is an eishes ach 
shelo haya b’olamo, and Shimon’s wife is also patur because she is her tzara. However, if 
Shimon had only done maamer to Reuven’s wife, Levi would have to give chalitza to Shimon’s 
wife. 

o R’ Shimon says that in the first case Levi may do yibum or chalitza to either of the 
women that he wants to. 

 
GEMARA 

• R’ Oshaya said, R’ Shimon argues in the case of the last Mishna as well (where Levi is born after 
Reuven died, but before Shimon did the yibum). We can learn this from the fact that the Tanna 
gave the case of the last Mishna and the case of this Mishna. If the Rabanan hold Levi may not 
do yibum in our Mishna, where he was born at a time when Reuven’s wife was already taken in 
yibum, surely they would hold that way when he was born before yibum was done. If so, why is 
there a need to state the last Mishna? It must be that it was stated because R’ Shimon argues in 
that case as well. The reason that R’ Shimon is not mentioned until after the Mishna above, is 
because he waited for the Rabanan to complete their statements before he stated his own 
opinion.  

o Q: According to this, what would be the case of the issur of eishes ach shelo haya 
b’olamo according to R’ Shimon? A: Where a man without any brothers died childless, 
and then a brother is born. Another case would be where there is a second brother, but 
the second brother does not do yibum and does not die. In these cases, the new brother 
could not do yibum or chalitza. 

o Q: We could understand why R’ Shimon would argue in the Mishna above, because Levi 
was born at a time when Reuven’s wife was already married to Shimon, which can be 
considered as a “time of heter”. However, what would be the reason that Levi would be 
permitted to do yibum in the case when he is born before Shimon has done yibum? A: 
He holds that there is a zikah, and she is therefore considered as already married to 
Shimon.  

▪ Q: R’ Yosef asked, we find that R’ Shimon himself is unsure whether maamer 
together with the zikah makes a woman considered as if she is married to the 
yavam. How can you say that he says over here that the zikah alone makes her 
considered as if she is married? A: Abaye said, it may be that he is only sure 
when there is one yavam, but when there is more than one yavam he is unsure.  

 


