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        Maseches Moed Katan, Daf  י – Daf טז 

 

Daf In Review is being sent l’zecher nishmas R’ Avrohom Abba ben R’ Dov HaKohen, A”H  
vl’zecher nishmas Habachur Yechezkel Shraga A”H ben R’ Avrohom Yehuda 

 

---------------------------------------Daf  10---י--------------------------------------- 
HAHEDYOT TOFER KIDARKO 

• Q: What is meant by an “unskilled person”? A: In the yeshiva of R’ Yanai it was said that it refers to one who 
can’t pull through a needle-full of stitches at one time. R’ Yose bar Chanina said, it refers to one who can’t make 
a straight, even hem.  

V’HA’UMAN MACHLIV 

• R’ Yochanan said, this refers to stitches spaced far apart. Rabbah bar Shmuel said, it means uneven stitches (like 
the uneven teeth of a dog). 

MISARGIN ES HAMITOS 

• Q: What is meant by “misargin” and what it meant by “mimatchin”? A: R’ Dimi said that R’ Chiya bar Abba and 
R’ Assi argue as to what Chizkiya and R’ Yochanan said: one said misargin means a weaving of horizontal and 
vertical ropes, and mimatchin means placing the vertical without the horizontal, and the other said that misargin 
is placing the vertical without the horizontal, and mimatchin is simply tightening the loose ropes.  

o Q: R’ Tachlifa bar Shaul taught a Braisa that says that all agree that ropes may not be spun on Chol 
Hamoed. Now according to the second view that even a full weaving stitch may not be done, why would 
we think that the ropes could be spun!? A: Kashyeh. 

o Q: R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak asked, a Mishna brings the shita of R’ Meir where he clearly uses the word 
misargin to refer to full weaving stitches (not just vertical). Based on this, the second view cannot be 
right!? A: Ravin therefore said, all agree that misargin refers to full weaving stitches. The machlokes is 
only in regard to mimatchin.  

▪ Q: How can we say that mimatchin means tightening? A Braisa brings a shita that says that it is 
assur to do “mimatchin” as well. If that simply means tightening, why would it be assur!? A: 
Since it is possible to use the bed without tightening the stitches, it may be considered excessive 
and unnecessary work to do so, which is why it would be assur. 

 
MISHNA 

• We may set up a tanur oven (place for one pot), a kirayim oven (place for 2 pots), or a set of millstones, on Chol 
Hamoed. R’ Yehuda says, we may not be “mechabshin” the millstones initially.  

 
GEMARA 

• Q: What is “michabshin”? A: R’ Yehuda says it means making grooves in the millstone (which are necessary for 
the grinding process). R’ Yechiel says it refers to making the hole in the middle of the stone.  

o Q: A Braisa brings a machlokes where R’ Yehuda says that we may do mechabshin to an old millstone, 
and Others say that it may never be done. Now, why would someone have to make a hole to the middle 
of an old millstone (if it was previously used, it clearly had one already)!? A: It may be discussing where 
he wanted to enlarge the hole somewhat.  

▪ R’ Huna once heard someone making grooves into a millstone on Chol Hamoed and he cursed 
the man for doing so, without finding out whether it was an old or new stone. R’ Huna must 
have held like the Others who say that doing so is assur in any case. 

o R’ Chama said, we may make grooves into a millstone on Chol Hamoed. In the name of R’ Meir it was 
said, one may even cut the nails of the horse or donkey that he will ride on Chol Hamoed (it allows the 
animals to travel), but not the donkey used to turn the mill (since one may only grind what is needed for 
Yom Tov, that little bit can be done without cutting their nails). R’ Yehuda said one may cut the nails of 
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even that donkey, and one may set up millstones, and build a mill, and build the frame of a mill, and 
build a barn for his animals.  

▪ Rav allowed one to brush his horse with a metal comb, and to build the grain feeding receptacle 
used for the animals, and to build stone benches on Chol Hamoed. 

▪ Rava allowed letting the blood of an animal on Chol Hamoed.  

• Abaye showed that a Braisa allows this as well. 
▪ Rava allowed the pressing of clothes on Yom Tov, because it is considered to be unskilled labor. 

• R’ Yitzchak bar Ami in the name of R’ Chisda said it is assur to pleat sleeves on Chol 
Hamoed, because that is a skilled labor. 

▪ Rava said, one who is smoothing out an area of land on Chol Hamoed, if it is done to allow for 
his threshing needs for Yom Tov, it is mutar. If it is done to prepare the land for planting, it is 
assur. The way to determine this is, if he takes dirt from a mound and puts it next to the mound, 
or from a hole and puts it next to the hole, it shows he is preparing a small area for threshing. If 
he takes from a mound and puts it in a hole, it shows that he is preparing for planting.  

▪ Rava said, if one collects branches from his field on Chol Hamoed, if he does so to use the wood 
(he only takes the larger pieces and leaves the smaller ones there), it is mutar. If he does so to 
clear the land (by taking all branches), it is assur.  

▪ Rava said, if one opens an access point of water and allows it to flow into his land on Chol 
Hamoed, if he does so to catch the fish (which can be shown by opening an exit for the water to 
leave the field), it is mutar. If he does so to water the field (there is no exit for the water), it is 
assur.  

▪ Rava said, if one removes branches from his palm tree on Chol Hamoed, if it is done to give food 
to his animals (which can be shown to be the case if he takes branches from only one side of the 
tree), it is mutar. If it is done to help foster the tree’s growth (he takes branches from all sides of 
the tree), it is assur.  

▪ Rava said, it is mutar to cut open unripe dates on Chol Hamoed to eat them, but it is assur to 
press them.  

• R’ Pappa said, since they will become wormy if they are not pressed, it is even mutar to 
press them, because doing so prevents a loss.  

▪ Rava said, doing any business dealing on Chol Hamoed is assur. R’ Yose bar Avin said, it is mutar 
if it prevents a loss.  

• Ravina once delayed doing a deal until after Chol Hamoed, and he made a lot more 
money than had he gone through with the deal on Chol Hamoed.  

• R’ Ashi allowed Ravina to collect a debt on Chol Hamoed. He said, since it is easier to 
locate the people on Chol Hamoed, it is like preventing a loss.  

• Rav allowed Chiya bar Ashi to make fish traps on Chol Hamoed, because that is 
considered to be unskilled labor. However, he would not have allowed making bird 
traps, because that is considered to be skilled labor. 

• R’ Yehuda allowed Ami the oven maker to build an oven on Chol Hamoed, and for 
Rabbah bar Ashbi to make a sifter.  

o Q: Rabbah bar Shmuel taught that it is assur to make an oven on Chol 
Hamoed!? A: It is assur in the rainy season, when there is no chance the oven 
will be used on that Yom Tov. It is mutar in the summer season, when the new 
oven can be dry and ready for use on Yom Tov. 

 

---------------------------------------Daf 11---יא--------------------------------------- 
MISHNA 

• On Chol Hamoed we may make a railing for a roof and for a high porch, as long as the railing is not made in a 
professional manner. One may smear the cracks of an oven with plaster, and smooth out the plaster with a 
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rolling pin by hand or by stepping on the plaster with his feet, but one may not use the “machlatzayim” (foot 
shaped tool that a professional uses to smooth out plaster). 

• One may repair the pivot and socket of a door hinge, a door frame, a lock, and a key that broke on Chol 
Hamoed, as long as he did not delay these repairs to be done on Chol Hamoed. 

• On Chol Hamoed one may pickle any foods that will be ready to be eaten on Yom Tov. 
 
GEMARA 

• Q: What does it mean that the railing must be done in an unprofessional manner? A: R’ Yosef says it should be 
made of branches. A Braisa says, it can be made of piled stones that are not cemented into place.  

SHAFIN ES HASEDAKIN U’MAGILIN OSAN B’MAGILAH 

• Q: If we can use a rolling pin, surely we can smooth out the plaster by hand or foot, so what is the Mishna 
teaching? A: The Mishna means to say that we may smooth out the plaster using hands and feet to get a result 
as if a rolling pin was used (although using the rolling pin itself would be assur), but the “machlatzayim” may not 
be used. 

HATZIR V’HATZINOR V’HAKORAH V’HAMANUL V’HAMAFTE’ACH SHENISHBIRU MISAKNAN BAMOED 

• Q: A Mishna says that from the time of Yochanan Kohen Gadol, tools were no longer allowed to be used on Chol 
Hamoed (because of the loud noise that they produced), so how could these things be fixed on Chol Hamoed? A: 
The tools that became assur were the tools of a blacksmith. Our Mishna is discussing the use of a carpenter’s 
tools.  

o Q: R’ Chisda asked, that would mean we have to start differentiating between a loud sound and a softer 
sound, which doesn’t seem like the way the Chachomim would institute a gezeirah!? A: R’ Chisda said, 
our Mishna is discussing the use of tools (like a large saw) that do not make any noise at all. R’ Pappa 
said, our Mishna was discussing the time before the gezeirah against using tools was instituted. R’ Ashi 
said, our Mishna follows R’ Yose, who says that work done to prevent a loss is allowed to be done even 
in the usual manner. The other Mishna follows R’ Yehuda, who says that even such work must be done 
in an unusual manner.  

KIVASHIN SHEHU YACHOL LECHOL BAMOED KOVSHAN 

• It once happened that a river dried up, leaving over a lot of fish. Rava allowed the people to pickle the fish so 
that they shouldn’t spoil. Abaye asked, our Mishna says pickling is only allowed for food that will be eaten on 
Yom Tov!? Rava answered, they took all the fish with the intention to prepare them for Yom Tov. At that point, 
if they didn’t pickle them and anything was left until after Yom Tov, they would spoil. Therefore, it was like 
preventing a loss, and they therefore were allowed to pickle them.  

o Another version of the story said that Rava allowed them to initially go out and catch a lot of fish and 
pickle them to preserve them. Abaye asked from our Mishna. Rava answered, that the pickled fish can 
be pressed and eaten on Yom Tov, and that is why it is allowed.  

▪ We find that Shmuel, Rava, and Rav ate such pressed fish. 
▪ Rav said that Adda the fisherman told him, fish is best eaten right before it will spoil. Also, the 

best way to eat fish is to fry it in salt, then put it in water, eat it with the juice that comes from a 
fish, and to then drink water. Also, after eating fish, cress and milk, one should do some sort of 
exercise before going to sleep. Finally, after eating fish, cress and milk, one should drink water 
rather than beer. If he has no water, he should drink beer rather than wine. 

 
HADRAN ALACH PEREK MASHKIN BEIS HASHLACHIN!!! 

 
PEREK MI SHEHAFACH -- PEREK SHEINI 

 
MISHNA 

• If one began to process his olives, and he then became an avel (who is assur to work), or if Yom Tov came and he 
wasn’t able to complete the process before Yom Tov because of an oneis, or because his workers never showed 
up before Yom Tov to finish the job, R’ Yehuda says he may press the olives with the first beam used for 
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pressing, on Chol Hamoed (if he doesn’t do it then, they will be ruined), and leave the rest of the pressing for 
after Yom Tov. R’ Yose says he may completely finish the process, including sealing the vat, on Chol Hamoed.  

 
GEMARA 

• Q: The Mishna begins by discussing the circumstances of aveilos, but then only discusses the Halacha with 
regard to Chol Hamoed!? A: R’ Shisha the son of R’ Idi said, from here we see, that all the things that the Mishna 
said are mutar to do on Chol Hamoed when the process was begun before Chol Hamoed may not be done in the 
aveilos situation. R’ Ashi said, these things are mutar to do in the case of aveilos as well. The Mishna means to 
say, not only are they mutar during aveilos, which is only D’Rabanan, they are even mutar on Chol Hamoed 
during which work is assur even D’Oraisa.  

o A Braisa is a proof to R’ Shisha’s view. The Braisa says, if an avel during shiva has things that need 
further immediate processing or will get ruined (olives that began to be processed, a barrel that needs 
to be sealed, flax that needs to be removed from water, wool that needs to be removed from the dyeing 
process, or a field that needs to be watered), other people may do this for him (but he may not do it 
alone, which is a proof to R’ Shisha). R’ Yehuda says, others may even seed his plowed field or a field 
that was meant to plant flax (if not done now, this planting season will be missed). The Chachomim said 
to him, that may not be done, because he can plant in the later planting season, or plant something 
other than flax. R’ Shimon ben Gamliel says, if the avel himself is the only one capable of doing all these 
things, then he alone may do it even during shiva, although it should be done in private. Moreover, if the 
avel is the only skilled person and is needed by the community as Yom Tov is approaching (e.g. he is the 
barber or the bathhouse attendant), he may do his job as well. The Braisa continues, if the avel is a 
sharecropper, or rents a field for a set amount of produce, or is salaried to work a field, others may do 
the work for him (because the owner of the field will lose money if the work is not done). If the avel is a 
donkey driver, a camel driver, or a sailor, others may not do his job for him (because only the avel stands 
to lose money). However, if they were already hired out before the aveilos began, they may do the 
work. If he was a daily worker, he may not continue his work even in a city where the people don’t know 
that he is an avel. If he had an item of others in his hand, on which he was supposed to work, even if he 
was hired for the job (and is not paid by the hour), still he may not do the work. 

▪ Q: In this last Halacha in the Braisa, it would seem that if he is not paid by the hour it is more of 
a reason to say he may not do the work. If so, why does the Braisa says “even if he was hired for 
the job”? A: The Braisa must mean to say, “whether he is being paid by the hour or for the job, 
he may not do the work”. 

The Braisa continues, if the avel had given an item to someone else to work on, the work may be done 
as long as it is not done in the avel’s house.  

▪ The Gemara says, Meryon the son of Ravin and Mar the son of R’ Acha the son of Rava had a 
partnership where they pooled their animals and would rent them out together. When Mar 
became an avel, he removed his animal from the pool. R’ Ashi said to him, “I understand that 
you are not concerned about your own loss, but you are also causing a loss to Meryon!? Mar 
held that since he was a very prestigious person, he must conduct himself more stringently, and 
therefore could not allow his animal to be rented out. 

 

---------------------------------------Daf  12---יב--------------------------------------- 

• Shmuel said, one may enter into a contract with a goy to complete a job, even if that goy will work on Shabbos, 
but only if the job is being done beyond the techum. R’ Pappa said, it may only be done if it is also not near any 
other Jewish city, so that Jews will not see this work being done for another Jew. R’ Mesharsheya added, even 
then, this may only be done on Shabbos and Yom Tov, when Yidden will not be able to travel there, but not on 
Chol Hamoed, when Yidden may travel there.  

o Mar Zutra the son of R’ Nachman’s palace was built by goyim on Shabbos (using the allowances above). 
R’ Safra, R’ Huna bar Chinina, and some say even Mar Zutra himself, would not go into the palace 
because it was built on Shabbos.  
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▪ Q: Shmuel said this is mutar, so why did they refuse to walk in? A: A prestigious person must act 
more stringently with himself. Others said, that Mar Zutra provided some of the building 
material, and therefore it was not the same as where the goy was contracted and independently 
built the house.  

o R’ Chama allowed the repairman of the Reish Galusa to work on Chol Hamoed, since they were paid 
with food instead of money.  

• A Braisa says, one may contract with a goy on Chol Hamoed to do work after Chol Hamoed, but not on Chol 
Hamoed. The general rule is, only something that can be done by a Yid, may be asked of a goy to do for a Yid. 

o A Braisa says, one may contract with a goy on Chol Hamoed to do work after Chol Hamoed as long as the 
Yid does not need to measure, weigh or count to make the contract.  

o A Braisa says, one may not make animals mate on Chol Hamoed. Similarly, one may not make a bechor 
animal or a passul korbon mate.  

o A Braisa says, one may not make animals mate on Chol Hamoed. R’ Yehuda says, if a donkey is in her 
heat, we may make a male donkey mate with her, because if that does not happen, she will no longer 
want to mate, and that would cause a loss to the owners. Other animals may be brought to the barn 
together (male and female) and left to mate on their own.  

o A Braisa says, we may not fence in animals to fertilize a field on Shabbos, Yom Tov, or Chol Hamoed, but 
if they went into the fenced area on their own, we may leave them there. We may not help goyim who 
came on their own to bring animals to fertilize a Yid’s field, and we may not give them a watchman to 
watch the animals. If the goy was hired on a weekly, monthly, or annual salary, we may help them and 
give them a watchman. Rebbi says, when the goyim come on their own we allow them to do so only as 
follows: on Shabbos only if the goyim are simply expecting a favor in return, on Yom Tov even if they are 
expecting food in return, and on Chol Hamoed, even if they are expecting to be paid.  

▪ R’ Yosef paskened like Rebbi. 
 
MISHNA 

• Similarly, one who had his fresh wine in the vat (which needs to be put into barrels to prevent it from spoiling), 
and he then became an avel, or it was before Yom Tov, and he couldn’t remove the wine from the vat before 
Yom Tov because of an oneis, or because workers didn’t show up as they had promised, R’ Yose says he may 
pour all the wine into barrels and seal the barrels in the normal way on Chol Hamoed. R’ Yehuda says, he may 
only cover the barrels in a temporary way to prevent spoilage, but may not seal it in the normal way on Chol 
Hamoed.  

 
GEMARA 

• This Mishna is needed in addition to the previous Mishna (which has the same machlokes regarding oil). If we 
were only to say the last Mishna, we would think that R’ Yose is only meikel there, because losing the oil is a big 
loss, but he would not be as meikel regarding the loss of wine. If we would only say this second Mishna, we 
would say that it is only regarding wine that R’ Yehuda is so machmir, because the loss is not as significant, but 
regarding oil we would think that he would be more meikel.  

• R’ Yitzchak bar Abba said, the view that one must do melacha in an unusual manner on Chol Hamoed even 
when it is being done to prevent a loss, does not follow R’ Yose (because he says the work may even be done in 
the normal manner). 

o R’ Yosef paskened like R’ Yose.  
▪ They asked R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak if one may seal a barrel of beer on Chol Hamoed. He said, 

R’ Yosef already paskened like R’ Yose that a barrel may be sealed. They said, that may be 
because he was dealing with a barrel of wine! He said, a barrel of wine may be sealed so as to 
prevent a loss, the same reason would apply to a barrel of beer as well.  

• R’ Chama bar Gurya in the name of Rav said, the halachos of Chol Hamoed are like the halachos of Kutim. R’ 
Daniel bar Katina in the name of Rav explained, they are the same in the sense that one Halacha regarding a 
melacha on Chol Hamoed cannot be used to extrapolate another Halacha. As we find that Shmuel allowed 
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waterproofing a jug but not a barrel, and R’ Dimi of Neharda’ah held the opposite. One would think that if one 
may be waterproofed, the other may be as well. We see that we cannot extrapolate one Halacha from another.  

• Abaye said, we have a tradition that the halachos of Chol Hamoed are like the halachos of Shabbos: there are 
some that one is patur if he does them, although they are assur to do, and then there are some that are mutar 
to be done even l’chatchila.  

• R’ Huna had goyim reap his harvest for him on Chol Hamoed, because the produce would have been ruined if 
left until after Yom Tov. Rabbah bar R’ Huna asked him, “A Braisa says that one may only do work on grain still 
attached to the ground if he has nothing else to eat, and even then he may not use oxen. Based on this, how did 
you allow your produce to be cut!?” He answered, we see from another Braisa, that this Braisa follows the 
singular view of R’ Yose, and therefore we do not follow that view.  

o Q: If that Braisa follows the view of R’ Yose, why can’t oxen be used? We have previously said that R’ 
Yose allows permitted work to be done in the usual manner!? A: Oxen are never used in the threshing 
process, which is why it is not used on Chol Hamoed either. The reason they may not be used is so as not 
to create a whole commotion on Chol Hamoed.  

• A Braisa says, one may grind on Chol Hamoed only for his Yom Tov needs. If he grinds and there is left over after 
Yom Tov, it is mutar. One may cut branches on Chol Hamoed only for his Yom Tov needs. If he cuts and there is 
left over after Yom Tov, it is mutar. One may brew beer on Chol Hamoed only for his Yom Tov needs. If he brews 
and there is left over after Yom Tov, it is mutar, as long as it was not made with a “trick” so that some be left 
over for after Yom Tov. 

o Q: Another Braisa seems to say that one may use a “trick” to make more beer than he actually needs for 
Yom Tov!? A: It is actually a machlokes Tanna’im whether this may be done, as can be clearly seen in a 
Braisa.  

• Rav had goyim reap his harvest for him on Chol Hamoed, because they would have been ruined if left until after 
Yom Tov. Shmuel heard about this and became upset. 

o Q: Should we say that Shmuel held like the singular view of R’ Yose (mentioned above)? A: Rav’s field 
was a wheat field, which would not have gotten ruined had it been left until after Yom Tov. 

▪ Q: If so, why did Rav allow the produce to be cut? A: Rav had nothing else to eat. Shmuel was 
either not aware of Rav’s situation, or he felt that a prestigious person must act more 
stringently than regular people.  

▪ R’ Yehuda Nesia once wore a signet ring in his chatzer on Shabbos, and once drank water that 
was cooked by a goy. R’ Ami heard about these things and became upset. 

• Q: We find that these things are actually mutar!? A: He felt that since R’ Yehuda Nesia 
was a prestigious person, he should have conducted himself more stringently.  

• R’ Chananel in the name of Rav said, a person may cut down an entire palm tree on Chol Hamoed, even if all he 
needs is the sawdust. Abaye cursed anyone who would follow that psak.  

o R’ Ashi had a forest in Shelanya, and went to cut down some trees on Chol Hamoed for their sawdust. R’ 
Shila of Shelanya asked him, “How can you do that? Although R’ Chananel allowed it, Abaye cursed 
anyone who does so!” R’ Ashi said, that he did not hold of Abaye’s view. As he began chopping, the ax 
slipped and almost cut his leg off. He stopped, and went home.  

• R’ Yehuda allowed one to uproot flax, to cut “kishusa”, and to uproot “shumshimi” on Chol Hamoed.  
o Q: Abaye asked R’ Yosef, flax can be used on Yom Tov, and kishusa can be used to make beer for Yom 

Tov, and are therefore mutar, but the shumshimi have no use for Yom Tov (they must first be dried), so 
why may they be uprooted on Chol Hamoed? A: There are seeds inside them which can be used right 
away and therefore can be used on Yom Tov. 

• R’ Yanai had an orchard which needed to be picked on Chol Hamoed (to prevent a loss), and he did so. The 
people who saw him do so figured that picking the fruit from the trees must be mutar on Chol Hamoed, and the 
following year they all went and picked the fruit from their trees on Chol Hamoed. R’ Yannai was so upset at 
having “caused” these people to sin, that he was “mafkir” his entire orchard for that year. 

 
MISHNA 
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• One may bring his fruit into his house on Chol Hamoed to protect them from thieves, and may remove flax from 
the water to prevent them from getting ruined, as long as he did not purposely delay doing this work until Chol 
Hamoed. If any of this work was purposely delayed for Chol Hamoed, the items become assur to benefit from.  

 
GEMARA 

• A Braisa says, the fruit must be brought into his house in private.  
o R’ Yosef had beams that had to be brought inside on Chol Hamoed (so that they should not get ruined), 

and he brought them indoors during the day. Abaye said to him, the Braisa says that it should be done in 
private!? R’ Yosef said, daytime is more private, because if done at night, additional people will be 
needed to hold torches, and it will become a more public scene.  

 

---------------------------------------Daf 13---יג--------------------------------------- 
V’SHOLEH PISHTANO MIN HAMISHRAH… 

• Q: R’ Yirmiya asked R’ Zeira, if one purposely delayed doing the work for Chol Hamoed, and he then died, are 
the items assur for benefit to his children? Although when a person makes a mum on a bechor it becomes assur 
to his children as it does to him, that may be because making a mum on a bechor is an issur D’Oraisa. Although 
when a person sells his non-Jewish slave to a goy the Rabanan penalize this person and his children, that may be 
because the slave is prevented from doing mitzvos every single day. However, in our case, do we say the penalty 
was on the person, and he is no longer here, or do we say that the penalty is on the assets, and they still exist? 
A: R’ Zeira said, we see from a Mishna regarding work done on shmitta (the type of work that is assur 
D’Rabanan) to a field, that the Rabanan penalized the person and said that he may not plant his field the 
following year. R’ Yose bar Chanina said that if the person died, his children may plant the field. We see that 
although the violator is penalized, his children are not. The same should be true in our case.  

o Abaye said, we see this concept regarding one who damaged another in an unrecognizable way (e.g. he 
made another’s food tamei). In such a case, the Rabanan only penalized him that he must pay for the 
damage, but not his children. 

 
MISHNA 

• One may not buy houses, slaves or animals on Chol Hamoed, unless they are needed for Yom Tov, or unless the 
seller of these items needs to sell them to have money for food for Yom Tov.  

 
GEMARA 

• Q: Rava asked R’ Nachman, may one hire a worker to work on Chol Hamoed so as to provide him with money 
for food for Yom Tov? A: R’ Nachman said, the words in our Mishna “for a seller who has nothing to eat” must 
come to include allowing the hire of a person in this situation as well. 

o Rava said, those words in the Mishna may simply be explaining the reason for allowing the purchase 
from a desperate buyer, and are not coming to teach anything additional.  

o Abaye said, a Braisa says that we may write a loan document on Chol Hamoed if the lender doesn’t trust 
the borrower, or if “he does not have anything to eat”. Those last words must be referring to the sofer, 
and teach that we may hire him to write a document even if it is really not needed, just so that we can 
provide him with money for his Yom Tov. 

o Q: R’ Sheishes asked, a Mishna allows the performance of certain melachos (a tailor, a barber, and a 
launderer) on Erev Pesach, since there are circumstances when this type of work is allowed to be done 
even on Chol Hamoed. Now, if any work may be done on Chol Hamoed when the worker needs money 
for food, then all work should be allowed Erev Pesach, since there are circumstances when all types of 
work are allowed on Chol Hamoed!? 

▪ Q: R’ Pappa asked, based on this line of thinking (that anything permitted on Chol Hamoed is 
permitted on Erev Pesach), it should be mutar to build on Erev Pesach, because it is mutar to 
demolish and a build a wall that is at risk of falling and poses a danger on Chol Hamoed!? 
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▪ Q: Ravina asked, based on the above, a sofer should be allowed to work on Erev Pesach, 
because one is permitted to write documents of kiddushin, divorces, and receipts on Chol 
Hamoed!? 

▪ A: R’ Ashi therefore answered, that the case of Chol Hamoed and Erev Pesach are very different 
and can’t be compared. Work on Chol Hamoed is assur so as not to disturb the joy of the Yom 
Tov, but the Rabanan allowed work to be done to prevent a loss. Work on Erev Pesach is only 
permitted to allow for preparation of Yom Tov. Therefore, only those few kinds of work are 
allowed. 

 
MISHNA 

• One may not move items from a house in one chatzer to a house in another chatzer on Chol Hamoed. However, 
one may move items to his chatzer. 

• One may not bring items from the house of a skilled person (he had given him something to make or repair, and 
the item is not needed for Yom Tov) on Chol Hamoed. However, if he is concerned that the item may be stolen, 
he may move it to another chatzer. 

 
GEMARA 

• Q: The Mishna seems to say that items may be moved to one’s chatzer, even if they are being brought from 
another chatzer. However, earlier in the Mishna it seemed to say that such movement would be assur!? A: 
Abaye said, the latter part of the Mishna means to allow moving items to another house within the same 
chatzer.  

V’EIN MEVI’IN KEILIM M’BEIS HA’UMAN 

• R’ Pappa said, Rava would test us by asking us from another Mishna which says that one may bring items from 
the house of the skilled person, even if it is not needed for Yom Tov!? We would answer, that our Mishna is 
discussing Chol Hamoed, and the other Mishna is discussing Erev Pesach. We can also answer that the other 
Mishna is also discussing Chol Hamoed. The difference is that our Mishna is discussing where he trusts the 
skilled person, and can leave the items by him. The other Mishna is discussing where he does not trust him, and 
he therefore needs to get the items to prevent a loss. 

o There is a Braisa that specifically allows taking the items to his house when he does not trust the skilled 
person.  

o Q: Our Mishna, which doesn’t allow the taking from the skilled person will surely not allow bringing to 
the skilled person on Chol Hamoed. The other Mishna allows even taking the items to the skilled person. 
That cannot be answered by saying that he doesn’t trust the skilled person!? A: We must say that the 
other Mishna is discussing Erev Pesach, not Chol Hamoed.  

 
MISHNA 

• One may take straw and cover figs that were left out to dry on Chol Hamoed (if they get wet they would be 
ruined). R’ Yehuda says, even a thick layer may be put on. Sellers of fruit, clothing, and keilim may sell in private 
to meet Yom Tov needs. The trappers, the grain crushers, and the bean crushers may do their work in private for 
the Yom Tov needs. R’ Yose said they were machmir on themselves.  

 
GEMARA 

• There is a machlokes between R’ Chiya bar Abba and R’ Assi, each of them saying it in the name of Chizkiya and 
R’ Yochanan: one said that “michapin” means a thin cover may be put on top of the figs, and “me’abin” means 
that a thick cover may be put on. The other said that michapin means a thin or thick cover, and that me’abin 
means that the figs may even be gathered into a pile to be covered.  

o A Braisa says like this second view.  
MOCHREI PEIROS KESUS V’KEILIM MOCHRIN B’TZINAH… 

• Q: Was the chumra that they accepted upon themselves that they should not work at all, or was it that they 
should work in private? A: A Braisa says that 3 groups of workers should work in private, and R’ Yose says that 
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some of these workers were machmir and did not work at all. We see from here that the chumra was that they 
did not sell at all. 

o The Braisa mentioned people who crush grains and gave the names of certain crushed grains. Abaye 
explained, chilka is wheat which is split in half, targis is when it is split in 3, and tisni is when it is split in 
4. R’ Dimi said that chilka is complete spelt. 

▪ Q: A Mishna says that chilka is always mekabel tumah. Now, according to Abaye this would 
make sense, because before it is split it must have been soaked, which would make it muchshar 
lekabel tumah. However, according to R’ Dimi, why is it necessarily mekabel tumah? A: The 
Mishna is discussing spelt without its shell, which could only have been removed after being 
soaked.  

▪ According to R’ Dimi, the word chilka derives from the fact that its shell was removed.  
▪ Q: A Braisa says that one who promised not to eat grain is allowed to eat chilka. Now, if chilka is 

crushed wheat, it is understandable why it is not considered to be grain, because it loses that 
status when it is crushed. However, if chilka is simply spelt, why may this person eat it? This 
remains a KASHYEH. 

• R’ Huna allowed spice merchants to sell their spices in the normal manner on Chol Hamoed.  
o Q: R’ Kahana asked, a Braisa says that the fruit sellers may only sell in the normal manner on Chol 

Hamoed before Shmini Atzeres. This means that any other time must be done in an abnormal manner!? 
A: Fruits must be sold in other than the normal manner. Spices (which do not last long, and are 
therefore obviously being bought for Yom Tov use) may be sold in the normal manner. 

 
HADRAN ALACH PEREK MI SHEHAFACH!!! 

 

---------------------------------------Daf 14---יד--------------------------------------- 
PEREK V’EILU MIGALCHIN -- PEREK SHLISHI 

 
MISHNA 

• The following people may take a haircut on Chol Hamoed: one who just came from overseas, or was freed from 
captivity, or from imprisonment, or one who the Chachomim had freed from cheirem, or one who annulled his 
vow not to take a haircut, or a nazir or metzorah who have to take haircuts as part of their tahara process. 

• The following people and items may wash their clothes (or be washed) on Chol Hamoed: one who just came 
from overseas, or was freed from captivity, or from imprisonment, or one who the Chachomim had freed from 
cheirem, or one who annulled his vow not to wash his clothes, hand towels, barbers’ aprons, bath towels, zavim, 
zavos, niddos, women who have recently given birth, and anyone in a tahara process. All these people may wash 
their clothes, but all other people may not. 

 
GEMARA 

• Q: Why are all other people prohibited to take haircuts and wash their clothes? A: It’s like the concept of why 
the Kohanim of the Mishmar were not allowed to take haircuts – so that they make sure to take a haircut before 
they come and look presentable when they come. The same is with Yom Tov. We want people to take haircuts 
and wash their clothing before Yom Tov. 

• Q: R’ Zeira asked, if one was busy on Erev Yom Tov because he lost something, and due to that he couldn’t take 
a haircut on Erev Yom Tov, do we say that since he was an oneis he may take a haircut on Chol Hamoed, or do 
we say that since other people will not know that he was an oneis, we don’t allow it? A: Abaye said, if we allow 
them (even though they are truly an oneis) people will think that it is mutar for everybody (because they don’t 
realize it is an oneis) and therefore we do not allow it.  

o Q: Based on that, why do we allow someone who only has one shirt to wash that shirt on Chol Hamoed? 
We should be concerned that people will not know it is his only shirt, and we should therefore not allow 
him to wash it!? A: Mar bar R’ Ashi explained that that case is different, because when he washes his 
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shirt he wraps himself in a sheet and belts it on the outside. That lets everyone know that it is his only 
shirt and is the reason he is washing it on Chol Hamoed. 

o Q: R’ Ashi said that R’ Zeira asked, if a skilled person (e.g. a barber who has many customers on Erev 
Yom Tov) lost something on Erev Yom Tov and was busy looking for it and because of that did not have 
time to take a haircut, is he allowed to take a haircut on Chol Hamoed? All his customers saw that he 
was an oneis, so maybe he is allowed!? A: TEIKU. 

MIMEDINAS HAYAM 

• Our Mishna does not follow R’ Yehuda, who says in a Braisa that one who comes from overseas may not take a 
haircut, because he went “without permission”. 

o Rava said, if one travelled overseas for pleasure, all (our Mishna and R’ Yehuda) would agree that he 
may not take a haircut on Chol Hamoed. If he went for his livelihood, all would agree that he may take a 
haircut. The machlokes is when he went for business purposes beyond just making a living – the Mishna 
says that is like going for his livelihood, and he therefore may take a haircut, and R’ Yehuda says it is like 
he went for pleasure, and he may therefore not take a haircut on Chol Hamoed.  

▪ Q: A Braisa says, Rebbi said he holds like R’ Yehuda when one went overseas without 
permission and like the Chachomim (our Mishna) when he went with permission. Now, “without 
permission” can’t mean that he went for pleasure, because Rava said that all agree that he 
could not take a haircut in that case. It must refer to where he goes for business purposes 
beyond earning a livelihood, and that is where he holds like R’ Yehuda. However, he then said 
that he holds like the Chachomim when the person went “with permission”. That can’t refer to 
where he went to earn a livelihood, because Rava said that all agree in that case. It must refer to 
where he went for other business, and that is where he holds like the Chachomim. How can he 
hold like the Chachomim in that case when we said he holds like R’ Yehuda in that case!? A: 
Rebbi meant that the Rabanan hold like R’ Yehuda when he went without permission – 
meaning when he went for pleasure, and R’ Yehuda holds like the Rabanan when he went with 
permission – meaning for purposes of earning a livelihood. They only argue when he went for 
other business purposes.  

• Shmuel said, a child born on Chol Hamoed may get a haircut, because he is the ultimate example of one who 
was let out of imprisonment.  

o Q: This suggests that he may only take a haircut on Chol Hamoed if he was born on Chol Hamoed, but 
not if he was born before Chol Hamoed. R’ Pinchas asked, we have learned that people who may take 
haircuts on Chol Hamoed may also take haircuts during aveilus. This would mean that a child born 
before aveilus began could not take a haircut during aveilus (just like Chol Hamoed). However, we have 
learned that a child is not subject to the halachos of aveilus!? A: R’ Ashi said, the rule quoted above may 
not be absolute. It may be that even some people who are assur to take a haircut on Chol Hamoed (like 
the baby born before Chol Hamoed) may still be allowed to take a haircut when they are an avel.  

o Ameimar or R’ Shisha the son of R’ Idi had a version where Shmuel said that even a baby born before 
Yom Tov may take a haircut on Chol Hamoed. R’ Pinchas then brought a proof from the statement he 
quoted above. R’ Ashi then said his answer from above, which shows that the statement is not a proof 
to Shmuel.  

• An avel does not conduct himself with aveilus on Yom Tov, because the pasuk says “v’samachta b’chagecha”. 
This is true whether the aveilus began before Yom Tov (because the assei of the tzibbur to be happy overrides 
the assei of the individual to be in mourning) or if it began on Yom Tov (the assei of the individual cannot push 
away the existing assei of the tzibbur).  

o Q: Does one who is in cheirem continue to be subject to those halachos on Yom Tov? A: R’ Yosef said, a 
Braisa says that we hold sessions of Beis Din on Chol Hamoed. Now, if one were not to listen to Beis Din, 
he would be put in cheirem. So, if one can be put into cheirem on Yom Tov, surely he will not be let out 
of cheirem for Yom Tov. 

▪ Q: Abaye said, it may be that cases are not actually heard on Chol Hamoed, and the Braisa 
means that the judges merely look into the cases then, but do not rule on them. In fact, it must 
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be that way, because the judges must fast on the day that they sentence one to death, and one 
may not fast on Yom Tov! A: R’ Yosef said, the Braisa means that the cases are even ruled on. 
They must rule on them, because one may not delay judgment. The judges discuss the case in 
the morning, they then go and eat, and later on in the day they return, issue a ruling, and have 
the person killed. They then fast the remainder of the day. 

▪ Q: Abaye asked, our Mishna lists “one who was in cheirem and freed by the Chachomim”. This 
seems to state a general rule that people in cheirem are freed for Yom Tov!? A: Rava said, the 
Mishna said, “and the Chachomim freed him” – which means there is no general rule, and the 
Mishna refers to one who happened to be freed on Chol Hamoed. 

o Q: Does a metzora have all his restrictions on Yom Tov? A: Abaye said, the Mishna says that a metzorah 
who is in his tahara process may take a haircut. This suggests that during his days of tumah he still has 
his restrictions, even on Yom Tov. 

▪ It may be that the Mishna was saying, clearly he loses his restrictions during his days of tumah, 
and he even loses the restrictions during his tahara process. We would think that we should not 
allow him to take a haircut during his tahara process, because he may delay in the bringing of his 
korbon for the impending Yom Tov, and we should therefore prevent him from a taking a 
haircut so that he not delay. The Mishna teaches that we are not concerned for that.  

▪ Rava said, a Braisa says that the word “V’hatzarua” teaches that even a Kohen Gadol who gets 
tzaraas is subject to all the restrictions. Now, a Kohen Gadol has the status that a regular person 
has on Yom Tov (he is not subject to aveilus), and yet he is subject to the metzora restrictions. It 
must be that one is subject to metzorah restrictions on Yom Tov. 

o We learn that an avel may not take a haircut from the fact that the pasuk says that Aharon’s sons should 
take a haircut in their period of aveilus. We learn that one in cheirem or who is a metzora may not take 
a haircut from a Braisa.  

 

---------------------------------------Daf 15---טו--------------------------------------- 

• From the pasuk that tells Yechezkel that he should not cover his head when he would be an avel, we learn that 
other aveilem must cover their heads. 

o Q: Does one who is in cheirem have to cover his head like an avel? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa says, if the 
Yidden fasted 13 fasts and were not answered with rain, the tzadikim would cover their heads and sit 
like those in cheirem and like mourners. It must be that people in cheirem cover their heads. 

▪ Abaye said this Braisa is not a proof, because it may be that these tzadikim must cover their 
heads because they are considered to be in cheirem from Heaven. However, a regular case of 
cheirem from Beis Din may not need to cover their heads.  

o Q: Does a metzorah need to cover his head like an avel? A: The pasuk regarding a metzorah says “v’ahl 
safam yateh”, which teaches that he must cover his head like an avel. 

• From the pasuk that tells Yechezkel that he should continue to wear tefillin when he would be an avel, we learn 
that other aveilem may not wear tefillin. 

o Q: Does one in cheirem wear tefillin? A: TEIKU. 
o Q: Does a metzorah wear tefillin? A: A Braisa brings a machlokes on how to darshen the pasuk that says 

that a metzora’s clothing should be ripped, and his head should be “paruah”. R’ Eliezer says it means 
that his hair must be left to grow. R’ Akiva says, the similar word of “yihiyeh” that is used by each of 
these requirements teaches that the requirement of his head being “paruah” must refer to something 
that is not his actual body. Presumably, this teaches that he should not wear tefillin.  

▪ R’ Pappa said, it may be that it refers to a metzora not being allowed to cover his head with a 
hat or a turban, but does not prohibit tefillin at all. 

• We learn from the pasuk that tells Yechezkel to remain silent when he would be an avel, that an avel may not 
greet other people. 
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o Q: Is one who is in cheirem also prohibited to greet other people? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa says, if the 
Yidden fasted 13 fasts and were not answered with rain, the tzadikim would not greet anyone and 
would sit like those in cheirem and like mourners. It must be that people in cheirem do not greet other 
people. 

▪ Abaye said this Braisa is not a proof, because it may be that these tzadikim may not greet 
anyone because they are considered to be in cheirem from Heaven. However, it may be that in a 
regular case of cheirem from Beis Din the person in cheirem may greet people. 

o Q: Is a metzora allowed to greet other people? A: A Braisa says, the pasuk regarding metzora says “v’ahl 
safam yateh”, which teaches that his lips should remain closed. The Braisa says, we learn from here that 
a metzora may not greet people, just like one who is in cheirem and an avel. 

▪ Q: Why can’t this be a proof that one in cheirem is also assur to greet others? A: R’ Acha bar 
Pinchas in the name of R’ Yosef said, the Braisa may mean that the metzora is to be like one in 
cheirem and an avel in some ways, and then is to also be assur to greet others, which is an issur 
that the one in cheirem may not have. 

• We learn from the pasuk that tells Yechezkel to remain silent when he would be an avel, that an avel may not 
learn Torah. 

o Q: May one in cheirem learn Torah? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa says that one who is in cheirem may 
certainly learn Torah.  

o Q: May a metzora learn Torah? A: A Braisa clearly says that a metzora may learn Torah. 

• We learn from the pasuk where Yoav instructs a woman on how to act as a mourner, that an avel may not 
launder clothes. 

o Q: May one in cheirem or a metzora launder clothing? A: A Braisa clearly says that they may not. 

• We learn from the pasuk that tells Aharon’s sons not to rip their clothing, that an avel must rip his clothing. 
o Q: Does one who is in cheirem have to rip his clothing? A: TEIKU. 
o Q: Does a metzora have to rip his clothing? A: A Braisa clearly says that he does (“begadav yihiyu 

firumim”). 

• We learn from a Braisa taught by Bar Kappara that an avel must turn over his bed. 
o Q: Does one in cheirem and a metzora have to turn over their beds? A: TEIKU. 

• We learn from a pasuk in which Hashem says “I will turn your Yom Tov into mourning”, that just as Yom Tov is 
assur to do melacha, so too an avel may not work. 

o Q: May one in cheirem work? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa regarding fast days states many halachos, one of 
them being that the people may not work by day, but may work by night, and the Braisa ends off that 
we find this to be the case for one who is in cheirem and for an avel. Presumably this last statement is 
referring to all the halachos brought down in the Braisa. 

▪ It may be that the last statement is referring to the other halachos of a fast day, but not the 
Halacha of not working. 

▪ Another Braisa clearly says that one in cheirem may work. 
o Q: May a metzora work? A: TEIKU. 

• We learn from Yoav’s instructions to the woman that an avel may not wash himself, because he tells her that 
she should not anoint herself, which also includes not washing herself.  

o Q: May one in cheirem wash himself? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa regarding fast days states many 
halachos, one of them being that the people may not wash their entire bodies, and the Braisa ends off 
that we find this to be the case for one who is in cheirem and for an avel. Presumably, this last 
statement is referring to all the halachos brought down in the Braisa. 

▪ It may be that the last statement is referring to the other halachos of a fast day, but not the 
Halacha of not washing.  

o Q: May a metzora wash himself? A: TEIKU. 

• We learn from the pasuk that tells Yechezkel that he is to keep his shoes on when he would be an avel, that an 
avel may not wear shoes. 
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o Q: May one in cheirem wear shoes? A: R’ Yosef said, a Braisa regarding fast days states many halachos, 
one of them being that the people may not wear shoes, and the Braisa ends off that we find this to be 
the case for one who is in cheirem and for an avel. Presumably, this last statement is referring to all the 
halachos brought down in the Braisa. 

▪ It may be that the last statement is referring to the other halachos of a fast day, but not the 
Halacha of not wearing shoes.  

o Q: May a metzora wear shoes? A: TEIKU. 

• We learn from a pasuk that says that Dovid had tashmish with Batsheva after their aveilus, that an avel may not 
have tashmish. 

o Q: May one in cheirem have tashmish? A: R’ Yosef said, all the 40 years that the Yidden were in the 
Midbar they were considered to be in cheirem from Hashem, and yet they had tashmish. 

▪ Abaye said, it may be that being in cheirem from Heaven is different and is more lenient. 

• Q: Abaye said previously that a cheirem from Heaven is more stringent!? A: Abaye was 
unsure whether it should be considered more stringent or more lenient. That is why he 
consistently said that it cannot be used as a proof.  

o Q: May a metzora have tashmish? A: A Braisa says that the metzora must sit outside his “tent”, which 
teaches that he is like one who is in cheirem and an avel, in that he is assur to have tashmish, because 
“tent” refers to his wife. 

▪ Q: Why can’t we use this to prove that one in cheirem also can’t have tashmish? A: R’ Huna the 
son of R’ Pinchas in the name of R’ Yosef said, the Braisa means that the metzora is like one in 
cheirem and like an avel regarding some halachos, and also the metzora is assur to have 
tashmish. It doesn’t mean that the one in cheirem cannot have tashmish.  

• We learn from a Braisa that an avel may not send korbanos to be offered on the Mizbe’ach. 
o Q: May one who is in cheirem send a korbon to be offered? A: R’ Yosef said, all the 40 years that the 

Yidden were in the Midbar they were considered to be in cheirem from Hashem, and yet they sent 
korbanos to be offered.  

▪ Abaye said, it may be that being in cheirem from Heaven is different and is more lenient. 

• Q: Abaye said previously that a cheirem from Heaven is more stringent!? A: Abaye was 
unsure whether it should be considered more stringent or more lenient. That is why he 
consistently said that it cannot be used as a proof. 

o Q: May a metzora send a korbon to be offered? A: We see from the shita of R’ Shimon in a Braisa, that 
since a metzora is not fit to enter the Beis Hamikdash, he is not fit to have any korbon offered on his 
behalf.  

 

---------------------------------------Daf 16---טז--------------------------------------- 

• Rava darshens pesukim to teach many halachos regarding a Din Torah. These halachos are: Beis Din may send a 
messenger to summon the defendant to court, the parties must be summoned to court, the defendant must be 
told that he is to appear before a judge who is a great man, he is told who the plaintiff is, a court date is set for 
him, if he doesn’t show up we give a second date for a second chance, and if the defendant berates the 
messenger, the messenger may tell Beis Din what was said and it is not considered to be lashon harah. 

• The Gemara provides the pesukim that are the source for the following halachos: a person who does not show 
up to Beis Din gets put into “shamta” (a lower level of cheirem), a person being put in shamta must be told that 
it was a great man who decided to do so, if the person does not correct his ways he is put into the higher level of 
cheirem, one may not eat, drink or go to within 4 amos of one who is in cheirem, we publicly announce the 
aveirah that the person did that caused him to be put into cheirem, Beis Din may even make the person’s 
possessions hefker, Beis Din should do what they must to get the person to see that he is wrong, including 
fighting with him, cursing him, hitting him, tearing out his hair, and making him swear that he will not do that 
again, we give a person malkus for not listening and we do “hardafa” (which according to Rav means that we put 
him in the lighter cheirem, then do that again after 30 days, and then put him in the stricter cheirem after 60 
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days, and according to R’ Chisda means that we do this on a Monday, the following Thursday, and the following 
Monday, and even that is only done for monetary cases, but when being done for dishonoring the Torah or a 
talmid chochom, he is immediately placed into cheirem).  

o A certain butcher once dishonored R’ Tuvi bar Masna, and Abaye and Rava therefore put him into 
cheirem. The butcher then went and appeased R’ Tuvi. Abaye was uncertain what to do. On the one 
hand he had not yet been in cheirem for 30 days. On the other hand, the Rabanan needed to be able to 
transact with this butcher. R’ Idi bar Avin told him, R’ Tachlifa bar Avimi in the name of Shmuel said 
that just as he was put into cheirem, he may be taken out. Abaye told him, that is only true regarding 
monetary matters. However, when the cheirem was put into place for dishonoring Torah, it must remain 
in place for 30 days.  

▪ We can see from here that Abaye holds that if a Beis Din puts someone in cheirem, another Beis 
Din may not come along and free him from the cheirem.  

• This was actually a question that was asked. The Gemara brought a Braisa which 
suggests that another Beis Din cannot free the first Beis Din’s cheirem. The Braisa brings 
the shita of R’ Shimon ben Gamliel, that if one of the Rabanan who instituted the 
cheirem died, the cheirem cannot be removed.  

• Ameimar said, the Halacha is that a later Beis Din may remove the cheirem of another 
Beis Din. 

o Q: R’ Ashi asked, the Braisa said that another Beis Din cannot remove the 
cheirem!? A: Ameimar said, the Braisa means that you need 3 Rabanan to free 
the cheirem instituted by that one. One alone is not enough.  

o A Braisa says, cheirem is always for a minimum of 30 days, and “nezifa” (where one disrespected a rebbi 
and is “rebuked”) lasts for 7 days.  

▪ R’ Chisda said, our cheirem in Bavel is like the nezifa of Eretz Yisrael, which itself is 7 days.  

• Q: We find that Bar Kappara held a period of nezifa for 30 days for having disrespected 
Rebbi!? R’ Chiya similarly held a 30 day period of nezifa for having disrespected Rebbi!? 
A: The nezifa for disrespecting the Nasi is more severe, and therefore must last for 30 
days.  

• Q: How long is a period of nezifa in Bavel? A: It is for one day, like we find that Mar Ukva 
did when he disrespected Shmuel. 

o This is also seen in the story where a talmid chochom felt disrespected by a 
woman, and she was told that she should conduct herself with nezifa for one 
day.  

o This is also seen from an incident that took place when Zutra bar Tuvia asked R’ 
Yehuda a question on a pasuk that says that “These are Dovid’s last words”. He 
asked, what were his earlier words if these were his last? When R’ Yehuda 
didn’t answer, he asked again, and this upset R’ Yehuda. When he realized this, 
Zutra conducted himself with nezifa for one day.  

▪ Q: What were Dovid’s “earlier words”? A: It is where Dovid sang at the 
time of Shaul’s downfall. Hashem told him that was very wrong, 
because Shaul was a tremendously great man. Dovid later said that he 
was mistaken (“Shigayon”) for singing about “Kush ben Yemini” 
(referring to Shaul). 

• Q: Why was he called “Kush”? A: Just like a person from Kush 
has very dark skin and stands out, so too Shaul stood out 
because of his impeccable deeds. We find that Tzipora (Moshe’s 
wife) was referred to as Kush for the same reason, as was 
Tzidkiyahu, and as was Klal Yisrael.  

o R’ Shmuel bar Nachmeini in the name of R’ Yonason darshened a pasuk to 
teach that Dovid established the benefit of teshuva.  
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o The Gemara darshens a pasuk to teach that the tzaddikim “rule” over Hashem, 
meaning that Hashem allows them to annul a decree.  

o R’ Avahu darshened a pasuk to teach that Dovid’s greatness was that he always 
sat on the floor when teaching Torah, and never on a higher level than the 
talmidim. The pasuk then teaches that his reward for doing so was that Hashem 
allowed him to annul decrees, and said that he will be the leader of the Avos in 
Olam Habah. The pasuk teaches that when learning he would sit like a worm (in 
a showing of humility), and yet when he went to war, he would stand up 
straight like a stick. The pasuk then teaches that Dovid would kill 800 people 
with one arrow, and he was upset that he couldn’t kill 1,000 with the one arrow. 
A bas kol came forth and said, the shortfall was only due to his aveirah with 
Batsheva.  

 


