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        Maseches Pesachim, Daf  יבק  – Daf ח יק  

 

Daf In Review is being sent l’zecher nishmas R’ Avrohom Abba ben R’ Dov HaKohen, A”H  
vl’zecher nishmas Habachur Yechezkel Shraga A”H ben R’ Avrohom Yehuda 

 

---------------------------------------Daf יב ק ---112--------------------------------------- 

• A Braisa says, an evil spirit goes onto food left under a bed, even if it is in iron boxes.  

• A Braisa says, a person should not drink water in the dark on Tuesday nights or Friday nights because of the 
danger of evil spirits. 

o If one is thirsty on those nights, he should say the 7 “Kol”s that are in the perek of Tehillim which says 
“Kol Hashem ahl hamayim”, and then he can drink. If he can’t do that, there is another lachash he can 
say (“lul shafan…”). If he can’t do that, he should wake someone up and tell him “I am thirsty for water”, 
then he can drink. If he can’t do that, he should rattle the lid of the barrel on the barrel and then drink. If 
he can’t do that, he should throw something into the water and then drink it.  

• A Braisa says, a person should never drink water from rivers or ponds at night because of the danger of 
“shavriri”. 

o If he is thirsty, he should tell someone else “I am thirsty”, and he may then drink. If there is no one else, 
he should say a certain lachash and may then drink.  

V’AFILU MIN HATAMCHUI… 

• Q: It is obvious that even a poor person must fulfill all mitzvos!? A: The Mishna is teaching, that even according 
to R’ Akiva who says that one should treat his Shabbos as a weekday (limit the number and extent of his 
Shabbos meals) rather than come onto charity, he would agree that on Pesach one must even come onto charity 
to fulfill the mitzvah of drinking 4 cups of wine.  

o The Tanna D’vei Eliyahu says, although R’ Akiva says that one should treat his Shabbos as a weekday, a 
person should still make sure to make some small special dish in honor of Shabbos.  

▪ R’ Pappa says this refers to “kasa d’harsana” 

• A Braisa says, R’ Akiva gave 7 instructions to his son, R’ Yehoshua: 1) do not sit in the high place of the city when 
you are learning (people will disturb you), 2) do not live in a city whose leaders are talmidei chachomim (they 
are busy learning and don’t do what the city needs), 3) do not walk into your house (and certainly into someone 
else’s house) without giving some indication that you have arrived, 4) do not walk without shoes (it is 
disgraceful), 5) eat in the morning, in the summer because of the heat and in the winter because of the cold, 6) 
treat your Shabbos as a weekday rather than having to come onto charity, and 7) do business with someone 
who is having good mazel. 

o R’ Pappa explains this last instruction to mean that he should partner up with a person who is having 
good mazel (not buy from him or sell to him). However, R’ Shmuel bar Yitzchak says, we learn from the 
pasuk regarding Iyuv that even buying from or selling to such a person can be advantageous. 

• When R’ Akiva was in prison (for teaching Torah), his talmid, R’ Shimon ben Yochai said to him, “Rebbi, teach 
me Torah!” R’ Akiva said, “I will not teach you” (he did not want R’ Shimon to be put in prison as well). R’ 
Shimon said, “if you don’t, I will tell my father, Yochai, and he will have the government punish you even more 
severely!” R’ Akiva said, “A cow wants to nurse its calf more than the calf itself wants to nurse” (i.e. I want to 
teach you even more than you want to learn, but I will not). R’ Shimon said, “It is the calf who is in danger here”, 
so let me risk my life if I so choose.  

o R’ Akiva went on to give 5 instructions to R’ Shimon: 1) if you want to choke yourself, hang yourself 
from a tall tree (if you want to decide halacha so that people will listen to you, make sure you learn from 
a great rebbi and say over the halacha in his name), 2) when you teach your son, teach him from seforim 
that don’t have mistakes (when a child is taught a mistake, it stays in his mind permanently), 3) do not 
cook in a pot in which your friend has cooked (do not marry a divorced woman while her ex-husband is 
alive, because she will be thinking about him), and others say that he instructed against marrying a 
widow as well, because she will constantly be comparing you to her first husband, 4) if one wants to do 
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a mitzvah and benefit financially from it as well, he should lend money and take property as security 
from which he will keep the fruit as payment, but will get the fruit at a low rate compared to the going 
rate, and 5) if one wants to do a mitzvah and have a tahor body, he should marry a woman and have 
children.  

• Rabbeinu HaKadosh gave 4 instructions to his sons: 1) do not live in Shichantziv, because they are scoffers and 
will pull you to be like them, 2) do not sit on the bed of an Aramis woman (which means either one should not 
go to sleep without saying shema, or do not marry a geyoris, or it is to be understood literally as happened in 
the story with R’ Pappa), 3) do not run away from paying taxes, because they may catch you and take everything 
you have, and 4) do not stand in the path of an ox when it is coming up from the swamp because it is crazed at 
that time.  

o R’ Shmuel said, this is referring to a black ox in the days of Nisson. 
o R’ Oshaya taught, one should stay 50 amos away from an ox that is a “tam” (it does not normally 

attack), and should stay away as far as the eye can see from an ox that is a “muad” (it does tend to 
attack). 

o It was taught in the name of R’ Meir, even when the head of the ox is in the feeding basket, run from it 
to the roof and pull the ladder away from under you. 

o Rav said, the way to shout at and control an ox is to say “hein hein”. For a lion it is “zeh zeh”. For a 
camel it is “dah dah”. For a boat it is “hilni haya hila v’hiluk hulya”. 

• Abaye said, sleeping on unfinished skins, eating the shibuta fish in Nisson, eating leftover kasa diharsena, having 
boiling water poured on you, stepping on egg shells, washing cloths and not waiting 8 days before wearing them 
again, all cause tzara’as. 

• R’ Pappa said, one should not walk without shoes in a house with a cat, because the cat may have eaten a 
snake, leaving bones on the floor, which if they get stuck in a person’s foot can be dangerous. Others say that R’ 
Pappa said one should not walk into a dark house if there is no cat, because a snake may attack him without him 
knowing and he will be in danger.  

• R’ Yishmael the son of R’ Yose gave 3 instructions to Rebbi: do not give yourself a mum (meaning, do not have a 
case against 3 people, because one will act as the party to the case and the others will act as witnesses for him), 
do not stand by an item in a store if you don’t have the money to buy it, and do not have tashmish with your 
wife the night that she goes to the mikvah (Rav says this refers to a woman who saw blood on her 7th day, who 
D’Oraisa may go to the mikvah that night, and R’ Yishmael said he should not have tashmish that night).  

• R’ Yose the son of R’ Yehuda gave 3 instructions to Rebbi: do not go outside alone at night, do not stand in front 
of a candle without clothing (a Braisa says that doing so makes a person have seizures and having tashmish in 
candlelight makes a person’s children have seizures) , and do not go into a new bathhouse because the floor 
may give way (R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said, this refers to a bathhouse for the first 12 months).  

o A Braisa says, one who has tashmish on a bed on which a child is sleeping causes that child to have 
seizures. However, this is only if the child is less than a year old, and if the child is sleeping near the foot 
of the bed, and only if he does not put his hand on the child. 

o One may not go out alone at night, because a Braisa says one should not go out alone on Tuesday or 
Friday nights, because Agras bas Machlas and 18,000 malachim of destruction go out on these nights. 
Originally they would go out on every night. However, Agras once met R’ Chanina ben Dosa, and said to 
him, if you weren’t so revered in Heaven, you would be in danger from me now. He replied, if I am so 
revered, I decree that you should never come to civilized areas ever again. She begged him to allow her 
at least some time to do so. He allowed her Tuesday and Friday nights.  

▪ A similar story happened when she met Abaye and he decreed that she never come to civilized 
areas.  

• Q: We see that they still do come!? A: The sheidim we see, come into civilization to run 
after their horses that have run astray. 
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• Rav told R’ Assi the following: do not live in a city that has no horses or dogs (they offer protection), or in a city 
where the leader is a doctor (he is too busy to worry about the city), and do not marry two wives (they may 
collude against you), and if you do, make sure to marry a third wife (one will tell you of the collusion of the other 
two). 

• Rav told R’ Kahana the following: it is better to turn over a dead animal than to turn over your words (do a 
menial thing in an honest way rather than be dishonest); if you need money, skin an animal in the market place 
and don’t say that it is below your stature; even if you are just going to the roof, take food with you (always 
travel with food); even if food is very cheap, take food with you. 

• Rav told his son Chiya: do not take medicine if another healing method exists (because you may become 
dependent on it and have to spend a lot of money on it); do not jump over streams of water (taking large steps 
reduces one’s eyesight); do not pull out a tooth (it will heal on its own); do not start up with a snake or a goy. 

o A Braisa says, one should not start up with 3 things: a young goy, a young snake, and a young talmid. 
The Gemara explains, this is because they will hold a grudge, will eventually get older, and will take 
revenge. 

• Rav told his son Ayvo: sell your merchandise as quickly as possible (to allow you to buy even more and sell even 
more); items which spoil should never be held onto in the hopes that prices will rise; first take the money from 
the customer, then give him the merchandise; it is better to make less money close by, than to make more 
money that will require travel; if you have dates in your basket, run to have them made into beer so that you 
don’t just eat the dates and have nothing left to process. 

o Rava said, this refers to one who has as little as 3 se’ah of dates. 

• R’ Pappa said, if I would have not made beer, I would not have become wealthy. R’ Chisda said this as well. 
o R’ Pappa said, every outstanding balance that needs to be written down will have to be actively 

collected. Also, every sale on credit is questionable whether it will be paid. Even if it is paid, it will be 
paid with low-grade currency.  

• R’ Yochanan said 3 things in the name of the people of Yerushalayim: make sure you are from the last of the 
people who go out to war, so that if you need to flee back, you will be first; treat your Shabbos as weekday 
(don’t have lavish meals) rather than have to come onto charity; do business with people who are enjoying good 
mazel.  

• R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said 3 things in the name of the people of Yerushalayim: do not do private things in open 
areas (because of what happened with Dovid Hamelech and Batsheva); if your daughter is a “bogeres” (over 12 
and a half) and still single, free your slave to marry her (marry your daughters off young); be mindful of your 
wife with her first son-in-law. 

o R’ Chisda says you must watch her so that she is not mezaneh with him. R’ Kahana says, you must watch 
that she doesn’t spend all your money on him. The Gemara says that both these reasons are valid.  

• R’ Yochanan said, 3 people will be among those who inherit Olam Habah: one who lives in Eretz Yisrael; one who 
raises children to learn Torah; and one who makes havdalah on wine on Motzei Shabbos (he only has a little 
wine and doesn’t drink it for pleasure on Shabbos so that he can save it for havdalah). 

• R’ Yochanan said, there are 3 people that Hashem calls out about every day: a single man who lives in a big city 
and holds back from doing an aveirah (of znus); a poor person who returns something that he finds; a wealthy 
person who gives ma’aser in private. 

o R’ Safra was a single man living in a big city. When this teaching was taught to him, his face lit up. Rava 
told him, this teaching does not refer to someone like you. It refers to people like R’ Chanina and R’ 
Oshaya who were shoemakers for zonahs and never looked at them. 

• There are 3 people that are beloved by Hashem: one who doesn’t get angry; one who does not get drunk; one 
who does not bear grudges. There are 3 people that Hashem hates: one who says one thing but thinks otherwise 
in his heart; one who knows testimony for his friend and doesn’t go and say it; one who sees his friend doing a 
clear sin and does not get a second person to join him to bear witness, but rather testifies alone (because a 
single witness accomplishes nothing other than to create a bad name). 

o R’ Shmuel bar R’ Yitzchak in the name of Rav said, the single witness is allowed to hate the sinner. R’ 
Nachman bar Yitzchak said, a pasuk teaches that it is a mitzvah to hate him. 
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o Q: R’ Acha the son of Rava asked R’ Ashi, may the lone witness tell his rebbi so that he should hate the 
sinner as well? A: R’ Ashi said, if the rebbi will believe him as 2 people, he may tell him. If not, he may 
not.  

• A Braisa says, there are 3 people whose lives are not worth living: one who has too much compassion, one who 
is easily angered, and one who is very particular. R Yosef said that he possessed all 3 of these characteristics. 

• A Braisa says, there are 3 things that hate their own species: dogs, roosters, and “chabarin”. Others add zonahs. 
Others add talmidei chachomim in Bavel.  

• A Braisa says, there are 3 groups that love those of their own kind: geirim, slaves, and crows.  
o There are 4 people who can’t be tolerated by others: a poor person who is a big shot, a wealthy person 

who denies monetary claims against him; an old man who is mezaneh; a leader who likes the power but 
does not help in times of need. Some add, a person who divorces his wife twice and then remarries her 
again. The T”K does not add this to the list, because this person may be forced to remarry her because 
she has a large kesubah obligation or because they have children together. 

o Canaan gave 5 instructions to his sons (they share these characteristics): love one another, love stealing, 
love immorality, hate your masters, do not speak truthfully. 

o Six things were said about horses: they love znus, they love war, they are big shots, they hate sleep, they 
eat a lot, they have little waste. Others add, they also try to kill their masters during war. 

o There are 7 people put in cheirem from Heaven: a Yid who decides not to get married, a married person 
who decides not to have children, one who does not raise his children to learn Torah, one who does not 
wear tefillin or tzitzis or have a mezuzah on his door, one who walks around without shoes. Others add, 
one who does not join a seudas mitzvah. 

• It was said in the name of R’ Yosef of Hutzal: the pasuk of “Tamim tihiyeh ihm Hashem Elokecha” teaches that 
one may not consult with astrologers; a pasuk teaches that one must give honor to a friend that is greater than 
him in even one way; a woman may not have tashmish the night after she finishes counting her days of tahara 
(40 days after having a boy and 80 days after a girl that she is tahor even if she sees blood). Rav said, this 
prohibition remains in effect for one 12 hour period, which is that first night after her tahor days. 

• It was said in the name of R’ Yehuda the son of R’ Illai, eat onions in your house and don’t eat geese and chicken 
(get used to eating cheap food so that you will not have to sell your house to afford your expensive taste); spend 
less on your food and use the money saved for your house. 

 

---------------------------------------Daf יד ק ---114--------------------------------------- 
MISHNA 

• They then mix and pour a cup of wine for him for Kiddush.  
o B”S say he first makes the bracha on the day, and then the bracha on the wine. B”H say he first makes 

the bracha on the wine, and then the bracha on the day. 
 
GEMARA 

• A Braisa says, B”S say the bracha on the day comes first, because the kedusha of the day is what causes the wine 
to be brought for Kiddush, and the kedusha comes along before the wine is even brought. B”H say the bracha on 
the wine comes first, because the wine allows Kiddush to be said (if there is no wine, Kiddush is not said). 
Another reason is, the bracha on wine is said more often than the bracha on the day, and the rule is “tadir 
v’she’eino tadir, tadir kodem”. The Braisa says that we pasken like B”H. 

o Q: Why was it necessary for B”H to give a second reason? A: B”S gave two reasons, so B”H is saying, I 
have 2 reasons as well. 

o Q: Why does the Braisa have to pasken like B”H? A bas kol already told us to pasken like B”H!? A: Either 
we can say that this Braisa was said before the bas kol spoke, or we can say that the Braisa follows R’ 
Yehoshua, who says that we don’t follow what a bas kol says when deciding how to pasken.  

 
MISHNA 
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• After Kiddush, they bring him lettuce. He takes it, dips it and eats it. This is besides the lettuce that is eaten later 
on as marror. 

• Next, they bring him matzah, marror, “charoses”, and 2 cooked dishes. They bring the charoses even though the 
charoses itself is not a mitzvah. R’ Elazar the son of R’ Tzadok says that the dipping into the charoses actually is 
a mitzvah.  

o In the times of the Beis Hamikdash they would also bring the Korbon Pesach to him at this point.  
 
GEMARA 

• Reish Lakish said, our Mishna is a proof that mitzvos must be performed with specific intent to do the mitzvah. 
Our Mishna says, even though he eats lettuce earlier in the seder, it is eaten to arouse the children’s curiosity 
and possibly therefore eaten without intent to be yotzeh the mitzvah of marror, therefore he must again eat it 
later with the intent to be yotzeh. The earlier lettuce does not suffice, because it was possibly eaten without 
intent for marror. 

o Q: It could be that mitzvos don’t need specific intent. The reason why we require lettuce to be eaten 
twice is because that itself arouses the curiosity of the children to ask questions. The reason why the 
Mishna says that specifically lettuce is brought at both times, is because it is teaching that even if he 
only has lettuce, which can be used for maror as well, still it should be eaten at these 2 separate times, 
to cause the children to ask questions. Q2: Also, a Braisa says clearly that if marror is eaten without 
specific intent, he is yotzeh!? A: It is a machlokes among Tanna’im. In another Braisa, R’ Yose says that 
one must eat lettuce a second time, presumably because the marror must be eaten with specific intent, 
so Reish Lakish can follow the view of R’ Yose.  

▪ Q: Maybe R’ Yose holds that mitzvos don’t need specific intent, but holds that lettuce must be 
eaten a second time so that the children will ask questions!? A: R’ Yose says eating lettuce a 
second time is a “commandment”, which would seem to mean that the reason is not just to 
make the children ask. 

• Q: What are the 2 cooked dishes that the Mishna says are brought to the table? A: R’ Huna said, it is cooked 
beets and cooked rice. Rava would be particular to use these 2 foods since R’ Huna said they should be used. 

o R’ Ashi said, R’ Huna obviously doesn’t hold like R’ Yochanan ben Nuri, who said that rice is considered 
a grain, which constitutes chametz on Pesach.  

o Chizkiya said, even a fish with the egg that is on top of it can be used as the 2 cooked dishes. R’ Yosef 
said one must use 2 meats: one as a remembrance for the Korbon Pesach, and one as a remembrance 
for the Korbon Chagigah. Ravina said, even a small piece of meat and the soup that is made from it may 
be used as the 2 cooked dishes. 

• Q: If one has regular vegetables for karpas, he should clearly make a “borei pri ha’adamah” on them, and should 
then make an “achilas maror” when the time comes to eat the maror. However, if one only has lettuce, what are 
the brachos that are made? A: R’ Huna said, he makes a “borei pri ha’adamah” at the time that he is eating the 
lettuce as karpas, and later makes an “ahl achilas maror” when he eats the lettuce as maror. 

o Q: R’ Chisda asked, how can he fill his stomach with the lettuce and then later make a new bracha on 
it!? A: R’ Chisda said, at the time of karpas he makes a ha’adamah and an ahl achilas maror and eats the 
lettuce. Later on, he eats the lettuce again, but with no bracha.  

o In Sura they followed the view of R’ Huna. R’ Sheishes the son of R’ Yehoshua followed the view of R’ 
Chisda. The Gemara says that the halacha follows R’ Chisda. 

▪ R’ Acha the son of Rava would make sure to have other vegetables (other than lettuce) to use 
for karpas, so that he should not even be in the circumstances of the machlokes. 

 

---------------------------------------Daf טוק ---115--------------------------------------- 

• Ravina said, that R’ Mesharshiya the son of R’ Nosson told him, that Hillel (the Amora) had a kabbalah, that one 
may not eat his matzah and maror together (as a sandwich), because he held that matzah in today’s times is 
D’Oraisa and maror is only D’Rabanan, and eating them together will cause the taste of the matzah to be 
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nullified, thus making him not yotzeh the mitzvah of matzah. And, even according to the shitah that holds that 
we don’t consider mitzvos to be able to nullify each other, that is only when they are the same level of mitzvah. 
Here, one is a D’Oraisa and one is a D’Rabanan, so all would agree that one can nullify the other. 

o Q: Who is the shita that says that mitzvos cannot nullify each other? A: It is Hillel (the Tanna). A Braisa 
says that Hillel would make a sandwich of the Pesach and the maror on the matzah. 

▪ R’ Yochanan said, others disagreed with Hillel. A Braisa says, one would think that the matzah, 
maror and Pesach should be eaten as Hillel ate them (in a sandwich), the pasuk therefore says 
“ahl matzos umerorim yochluhu”, which teaches that each may “even” be eaten separately.  

• Q: R’ Ashi asked, if the Braisa means to say that the different mitzvos nullify each other, 
why would it say that they may “even” be eaten separately? They must be eaten 
separately!? A: R’ Ashi explained, the Braisa is saying, one would think that the only way 
to be yotzeh the mitzvos is to eat them together in a sandwich. The pasuk teaches us 
that they may “even” be eaten separately.  

▪ The Gemara says, since we are unclear how to pasken, one should make a bracha and eat the 
matzah, then make a bracha and eat the maror, then eat a sandwich of matzah and maror as a 
remembrance for the way Hilel did it in the times of the Beis Hamikdash. 

• R’ Elazar in the name of R’ Oshaya said, one must wash his hands before touching any food that is dipped into a 
liquid (it is a gezeirah of the Rabanan). R’ Pappa said, based on the fact that we must wash our hands before 
eating the lettuce, it must be that the lettuce should be totally immersed into the charoses (the lettuce will 
therefore be wet which is why the hands must be washed) to remove the poison or worms that it contains. 
Because, if not, why must the hands be washed!? 

o The Gemara says, it may be that it need not be totally immersed. It may be that the poison or worms die 
just from smelling the charoses. The reason for washing the hands may be as a gezeirah for a case when 
one happens to totally immerse it.  

• R’ Pappa said, one should not leave the maror in the charoses for a long time, because it may take away the 
bitterness of the maror, in which case he cannot be yotzeh with that maror.  

• Rabbana Ukva said, if one washed his hands for the first dipping of vegetables, he must again wash his hands for 
the second dipping of vegetables. The Rabanan said, Rabbana Ukva must have been referring to meals other 
than the Pesach Seder, because during the Seder, since one intended on dipping twice (karpas and maror), why 
would he need to wash his hands a second time!? R’ Pappa said, the statement was made regarding the Seder, 
because there is no other meal where one has 2 vegetable dishes that he dips. The reason he has to wash a 
second time is because after karpas he reads the hagadah and says hallel, during which time he gets distracted 
from making sure his hands remain tahor. Therefore, he must wash them again. 

• Rava said, if one swallows the matzah without chewing it, he is yotzeh the mitzvah of matzah. If one swallows 
maror without chewing it, he is not yotzeh. If he swallows them both together, he is yotzeh matzah, but not 
maror. If he wrapped them in material that grows on a tree trunk and swallows them, he is not yotzeh either, 
because he is not considered to have eaten any of them.  

• R’ Simi bar Ashi said, each person’s table (they each had their own, little table) must have matzah, maror and 
charoses. However, the only table that needs to be removed for the saying of the hagadah is the table in front of 
the leader of the Seder. R’ Huna said, only the table in front of the Seder leader must have the matzah, maror 
and charoses. The Gemara paskens like R’ Huna. 

o Divei R’ Yannai explain, the reason the table is removed from the Seder leader is to cause the children 
to ask questions regarding this seemingly unusual practice.  

▪ Abaye was at Rabbah’s Seder and saw them removing the table at the beginning of the 
hagadah. He said, we have not yet eaten, why are you removing the table? Rabbah said, we are 
now patur from having to ask the “ma nishtanah” and we can go straight to the answer which 
explains why this night is different from other nights. 

• Shmuel said, matzah is called “lechem oni”, because it is bread over which we say (“onin”) many things. 
o A Braisa says, matzah is called lechem oni either because of Shmuel’s reason, or because it is like “ani”, 

a poor person, and should be eaten from a broken piece like poor people do, or just as a poor man heats 
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the oven for his wife to bake (so that it is done quickly without wasting wood), the same should be done 
for matzah (it must be baked quickly so that it does not become chametz).  

 

---------------------------------------Daf טזק ---116--------------------------------------- 
AHF AHL PI SHE’EIN CHAROSES MITZVAH 

• Q: If it’s not a mitzvah, why use it altogether? A: R’ Ami said, it kills the poison or worms of the lettuce. 
o R’ Assi said, the cure for one sickened by poison of lettuce is to eat a radish. The cure for the poison of 

the radish is leek. The cure for the poison of leek is to drink hot water. The cure for all these poisons is 
hot water as well. While waiting for the hot water to be brought, there is a lachash for him to say as 
well. 

R’ ELAZAR B’R’ TZADOK OMER MITZVAH… 

• Q: What is the purpose of this mitzvah? A: R’ Levi said, it is a remembrance for the apple tree (charoses has 
apples) under which the Jewish women gave birth in Mitzrayim. R’ Yochanan said, it is a remembrance for the 
cement that the Yidden worked with. 

o Abaye said, therefore we should make charoses that is tart from the apples and thick like cement. 
o A Braisa says, the spices in the charoses are a remembrance for the straw used by the Yidden in their 

work, and the charoses itself is a remembrance for the cement.  
 
MISHNA 

• At this point a second cup of wine is poured and the son, if he is smart, asks his father (why are we pouring 
another cup if we have not yet begun to eat - Rashbam). If the son is not smart enough, the father teaches him 
to ask the “mah nishtanah”, as follows. Why is this night different than all other nights, in that: 

o On all nights we eat chametz or matzah, and tonight we only eat matzah. 
o On all other nights we eat all vegetables, but tonight we eat maror. 
o On all other nights, we eat cooked or roasted meat, but tonight we eat only roasted meat. 
o On all other nights we dip once, but tonight we dip twice. 

• The father answers based on the intelligence level of the son. He begins the answer with some embarrassment 
and ends with praise. He says the hagadah from “Arami oved avi” until the end. 

 
GEMARA 

• A Braisa says, if his son is smart enough, his son asks the questions. If he is not, his wife should ask. If not, he 
should ask them to himself. Even if two talmidei chachomim who know all of hilchos Pesach are sitting together, 
they must ask each other. 

MAH NISHTANAH HALAYLA HAZEH… 

• Q: Rava asked, we typically don’t dip at all, so why does he phrase the question as if it is normal to dip once!? A: 
The question is, all other nights of the year we are not obligated to dip even once, but tonight we are obligated 
to dip twice. 

o Q: R’ Safra asked, we dip twice only to get the children to ask. That cannot be said to be an 
“obligation”!? A: The question is, on all other nights we do not dip even once, but tonight we dip twice.  

MASCHIL BIGNUS UMISAYEM B’SHVACH 

• Q: What is the embarrassing thing that we begin with? A: Rav said, we begin discussing how our ancestors 
worshipped idols. Shmuel said, we begin discussing how we were slaves (“avadim hayinu”). 

 
MISHNA 

• R’ Gamliel said, whoever does not say these 3 things on Pesasch is not yotzeh their obligation. The 3 things are: 
Pesach (which is brought to remember how Hashem jumped over our houses when killing the firstborn 
Egyptians), matzah (which is brought to remember how the Yidden were rushed out of Mitzrayim with their 
dough on their backs, which baked in the sun and became matzah), and maror (to remember how bitter our 
lives were in Mitzrayim). 
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• A pasuk (“asah Hashem li”) teaches that every person is obligated to view himself as having left Mitzrayim. 

• He then ends with the bracha of “lefikach” (like we say in the hagadah today) and then begins to recite hallel.  
o B”S say he says the first perek of hallel at this point. B”H say he says the first 2 perakim at this point.  

• After saying this part of Hallel, he ends with a bracha which discusses redemption. R’ Tarfon says this bracha 
begins with “baruch atah”, but does not end with that. R’ Akiva says, a much longer version of the bracha is said 
(like we say today) and the bracha ends with “baruch atah Hashem go’al Yisrael”. 

 
GEMARA 

• Rava said, one must say the pasuk of “v’osanu hotzi misham”. 

• Rava said, when one discusses the matzah (as stated by R’ Gamliel in the Mishna), he must lift the matzah. 
When discussing the maror, he must lift the maror. When discussing the Pesach, he does not need to lift the 
roasted meat, and in fact should not, because it looks like he is making meat kadosh outside of the Beis 
Hamikdash. 

• R’ Acha bar Yaakov said, regarding the hagadah it says “ba’avur zeh”, and by “ben sorer u’moreh” the pasuk 
says “bineinu zeh”. Through a gezeirah shavah we learn that just as a blind parent can’t make a ben sorer 
u’moreh, so too a blind person is patur from the hagadah.  

o Q: Mareimar said that R’ Yosef and R’ Sheishes (who were both blind) would each lead the hagadah at 
the Seder!? A: They must have held that matzah today is only a D’Rabanan, and therefore they can say 
the hagadah which is also only a D’Rabanan. However, they would agree that D’Oraisa they would not 
be chayuv in the mitzvah of hagadah.  

o Q: That would mean that R’ Acha bar Yaakov must hold that matzah today is D’Oraisa. However, we find 
that he says it is only D’Rabanan!? A: He holds it is D’Rabanan, but he holds that the Rabanan instituted 
it similar to a D’Oraisa, and therefore blind people are patur.  

▪ Q: R’ Yosef and R’ Sheishes surely hold this way as well, so how could they have said the 
hagadah!? A: They held blind people to be chayuv even D’Oraisa. The word “zeh” by ben sorer 
u’moreh is extra because the pasuk could have said “hu” instead. Therefore, we can say that it 
comes to except a blind person from this parsha. However, the word “zeh” by Pesach is not 
extra, and there is therefore no reason to learn that blind people are patur. 

 

---------------------------------------Daf יז ק ---117--------------------------------------- 
LEFIKACH ANACHNU CHAYAVIN 

• R’ Chisda said in the name of R’ Yochanan, the words “halleluhka”, “keiskah” (written in the pasuk as “keis 
kah”), and “Yedidyah” are each one word (not considered 2 separate words). Rav said, “keiskah”, and 
“merchavkah” are each one word. Rabbah said, only “merchavkah” is one word. 

o Q: What would R’ Chisda hold regarding the word “merchavkah”? A: TEIKU. 
o Q: What would Rav hold regarding the word “Yedidya”? A: We find that Rav says it is 2 separate words. 
o Q: What would Rav hold regarding “hallelukah”? A: Rav once said that he saw a Tehiilim in R’ Chiya’s 

house that had the word “hallelu” on the bottom of one column and “kah” on top of the next. We see 
that he held it is 2 words.  

▪ This argues on R’ Yehoshua ben Levi who says it is one word, which means to praise Hashem 
with many praises. 

• However, R’ Yehoshua ben Levi says elsewhere that hallelukah is 2 words. 

• R’ Yehuda in the name of Shmuel said, “Az Yashir” was said by Moshe and the Yidden when they came out of 
the Yam Suf. Hallel was composed by the prophets, who then instituted that it be said on Yomim Tovim and in 
celebration for having been saved from troubles.  

o A Braisa says, R’ Meir would say, the entire Tehillim was composed by Dovid Hamelech. R’ Yose in the 
name of his son Elazar says that Hallel was composed by Moshe and the Yidden as they came out of the 
Yam Suf. R’ Yose says that others argue and say Hallel was composed by Dovid, however, R’ Yose says 
that Elazar must be right, because it can’t be that no Hallel was said during all the Yomim Tovim before 
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Dovid came along. Also, it can’t be that Hallel (which curses idol worshippers) was composed by Dovid, 
who lived in a time when many Yidden worshipped idols.  

• A Braisa says, R’ Eliezer says, Dovid composed all of Tehillim which were written to discuss his own trials and 
tribulations. R’ Yehoshua says they were written regarding the trials and tribulations of the tzibbur. The 
Chachomim say, the perakim written in singular form were written for his personal circumstances, and those 
written in plural form were written for the circumstances of the tzibbur.  

o A perek that begins with “nitzuach” or “nigun” refers to the times of Moshiach. “Maskil” was said 
through a spokesperson. “L’Dovid mizmor” means that the Shechina rested on Dovid and through that 
he then composed the song. “Mizmor l’Dovid” means that he began to sing, and through that brought 
the Shechina to rest on him. This teaches that the Shechina does not rest on one who is lazy, depressed, 
in midst of laughter, or lighthearted, or having meaningless conversation. It only rests on one who is 
experiencing the joy of a mitzvah. 

▪ R’ Yehuda in the name of Rav said, joy is essential when teaching halacha as well, and for 
having good dreams as well.  

• Q: R’ Gidal in the name of Rav said that one must sit in fear and trepidation when 
learning from his rebbi!? A: The rebbi must have feelings of joy. The talmid must sit in 
fear. A2: Both refer to the rebbi. Before beginning he must be joyous. Once he has 
begun, he must be in fear and trepidation. 

• A Braisa says, R’ Eliezer says, Hallel was composed by Moshe and the Yidden as they came out of the Yam Suf. R’ 
Yehuda says it was composed by Yehoshua and the Yidden when the Cannanite kings came to fight them. R’ 
Elazar Hamodai says, Devorah and Barak composed it when Sisra came to fight them. R’ Elazar ben Azarya says, 
Chizkiyahu and his people composed it when Sancheirev came to fight them. R’ Akiva says, Chananya, Mishael, 
and Azarya composed it when Nevuchadnetzar came against them. R’ Yose Haglili says, Mordechai and Esther 
composed it when Haman came against them. The Chachomim say, the prophets of Klal Yisrael composed it and 
instituted that it be said on Yomim Tovim and to celebrate being saved from tzaros.  

• R’ Chisda said, the word hallelukah is used at the end of a perek. Rabbah bar R’ Huna said, it is used at the 
beginning of a perek. R’ Chisda saw a Tehillim of R’ Chanin bar Rav, where the word was left in between 2 
perakim. He was obviously unsure of its proper placement.  

o R’ Chanin bar Rava said, all agree that the word hallelukah after perek 145, is the beginning of 146, after 
perek 112, is the beginning of 113, and after (although in our Tehillims today it is in the middle of 135) 
134 is the beginning of 135. Others add, that the hallelukah at the end of 110 is the beginning of 111, 
and the one at the end of 111 is the beginning of 112. 

o Q: Maybe this is a machlokes among the Tannaim. Our Mishna says that B”S holds hallel is said until 
“Eim habanim simeicha” (which is followed by the word hallelukah). A Braisa says, B”S holds it is said 
until “B’tzeis Yisrael” (the immediately following perek). The Mishna and Braisa seemingly say the same 
thing. Maybe the machlokes is whether the word hallelukah belongs with the first perek or the second 
perek!? A: R’ Chisda would say that all agree that hallelukah is the end of the first perek, and our Mishna 
means that he says until “eim habanim simeichah” and the word hallelukah as well. Although this 
answer is somewhat problematic, because the Mishna could have said “until halelukah of eim habanim 
simeicha”, to avoid all confusion. Rabbah bar R’ Huna would say, the Braisa means until “b’tzeis Yisrael”, 
and the preceding word of hallelukah is left out as well. Although this answer is somewhat problematic, 
because the Braisa could have said “until halelukah of b’tzais Yisrael”, to avoid all confusion. 

V’CHOSEIM B’GEULAH 

• Rava said, the bracha after Shema, and the bracha after the hagadah are said as “gu’al Yisrael” (past tense). The 
bracha in shmoneh esrei is said as “goel Yisrael” (present tense), because in shmoneh esrei we are asking for 
further redemption.  

• R’ Zeira said, in Kiddush we say “asher kidishanu bimitzvosav” (past tense). In shmoneh esrei we say “kadsheinu 
b’mitzvosecha” (future tense), because we are asking Hashem to continue to make us holy.  

• R’ Acha bar Yaakov said, one must mention yetzias Mitzrayim by the daytime Kiddush, because it says “l’man 
tizkor es yom” regarding yetzias Mitzrayim, and says “zachor es yom” regarding Shabbos.  
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• Rabbah bar Shilah said, the bracha regarding the malchus beis Dovid in shmoneh esrei ends with “matzmiach 
keren yeshuah”. The bracha regarding the same thing said after the haftorah reading, ends with “magein Dovid”. 

o R’ Yosef taught, the pasuk tells us that Hashem told Dovid that he will make his name great, like the 
name of the “great ones”. This refers to the avos, and Dovid’s name was made great by also having a 
bracha that ends with magein Dovid. 

o Reish Lakish said, Hashem told Avrohom “v’e’escha l’goy gadol” – this teaches us to say “Elokay 
Avrohom” in shmoneh esrei; “Va’avarechicha” – teaches us to say “Elokay Yitzchak”; “Va’agadlah 
shimecha” – teaches us to say “Elokay Yaakov”. One would think that the bracha should end with 
mention of all the avos. The pasuk therefore says “V’heyay bracha” – the ending should only mention 
Avrohom. 

• Rava said, the Elders of Pumbedisa said that Kiddush and shmoneh esrei of Shabbos end off with “mikadesh 
HaShabbos”, and Kiddush and shmoneh esrei of Yom Tov end off with “Mikadesh Yisrael v’hazmanim”. Rava 
said, this is incorrect. Shmoneh esrei of both should end off with “Mikadesh Yisrael”, the Kiddush of Shabbos 
should end with “mikadesh HaShabbos”, and the Kiddush of Yom Tov should end with “mikadesh Yisrael 
v’hazmanim”. Rava explained, they hold that since Shabbos comes every 7th day no matter what, there need not 
be any mention of Yisrael. Yom Tov, which is dependent on Klal Yisrael’s establishing the calendar, must always 
mention Yisrael. Rava said, that is true for Kiddush, which is made in private. However, shmoneh esrei, which is 
said in public, should always mention Yisrael. 

o The Gemara says that Rava is incorrect, because shmoneh esrei is at times said in private and Kiddush is 
at times made in public. Rava, however, says to follow the normal saying of shmoneh esrei (public) and 
Kiddush (private). 

▪ Ulla bar Rav was the chazzan in front of Rava, and said the davening like the Elders of 
Pumbedisa. Rava didn’t protest. We see that Rava must have retracted his ruling.  

▪ We find that R’ Pappa and Mareimar also followed the shita of the Elders of Pumbedisa. 
 
MISHNA 

• They then pour the 3rd cup and birchas hamazon is said. They then pour the 4th cup, and Hallel along with 
“birchas hashir” is said.  

• One may drink as much wine as he wants between the 2nd and 3rd cups, but no wine may be drank between the 
3rd and 4th cups. 

 
GEMARA 

• R’ Chanan said to Rava, from here is a proof that birchas hamazon should be said on a cup of wine. Rava said, 
the Rabanan instituted 4 cups of wine and we therefore try and associate each one with a mitzvah (e.g. birchas 
hamazon). However, this does not mean that birchas hamazon on its own requires a cup of wine.  

 

---------------------------------------Daf ח יק ---118--------------------------------------- 
REVI’I GOMER ALAV ES HAHALLEL V’OMER ALAV BIRCHAS HASHIR 

• Q: What is “birchas hashir”? A: R’ Yehuda said it refers to the “yehaleluchah” that we say at the end of Hallel all 
the time. R’ Yochanan said it refers to Nishmas. 

• A Braisa says, R’ Tarfon said that on the 4th cup once finishes hallel and also says “hallel hagadol”. Others say, he 
says the perek of “Mizmor l’Dovid, Hashem ro’i lo echsar”. 

o Q: What is referred to as “hallel hagadol”? A: R’ Yehuda says, perek 136 of Tehillim. R’ Yochanan says, it 
is perek 134 through 136. R’ Acha bar Yakov says, perek 135 and 136. 

o Q: Why is it called “hallel hagadol”? A: R’ Yochanan says, because it discusses how Hashem gives food to 
every creature.  

o R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said, the 26 pesukim of this perek correspond to the 26 generations before the 
giving of the Torah, which Hashem sustained with food out of pure kindness (there were no mitzvos). 
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o R’ Chisda said, the praise of “hodu l’Hashem ki tov” refers to the way Hashem punishes a person 
financially before resorting to punishing his health. 

o R’ Yochanan said, providing food for a person is twice as “difficult” as the pains of childbirth. He also 
said, it is “more difficult” than the redemption. 

o R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said, Adam Harishon cried when Hashem told him that he would have to eat the 
grass of the ground. Adam felt that he would become equal to a donkey. He calmed down when Hashem 
told him that he would eat bread. 

o R’ Shizbi in the name of R’ Elazar ben Azarya said, providing a person’s food is as “difficult” as the 
splitting of the Yam Suf. 

o R’ Elazar ben Azarya said, the ability of one to go to the bathroom is as “difficult” as the day of death 
and the splitting of the Yam Suf. 

o R’ Sheishes in the name of R’ Elazar ben Azarya said, one who degrades the Yomim Tovim is as if he 
worshipped idols. 

▪ He also said, one who speaks or accepts lashon harah, or one who says false testimony about 
another, is fit to be thrown to the dogs. 

o Q: Since we have “hallel hagadol”, why do we ever say regular hallel?! A: Regular hallel discusses 5 
things that we want to discuss: yitziyas mitzrayim (“b’tzeis Yisrael”), the splitting of the Yam Suf (“hayam 
ra’ah vayanos”), the giving of the Torah (“heharim rakdu k’eilim”), techiyas hameisim (“es’halech lifnei 
Hashem”), the “chevlei Moshiach” (“lo lanu Hashem”). A2: R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak says, because it 
discusses the saving of the soul of the tzadikim from gehinomn (“ana Hashem malta nafshi”). A3: 
Chizkiya says, because it has the pesukim said by Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya when they were put 
into the fire and when they came out of the fire. 

▪ When Avrohom Avinu was thrown into the fire, the Malach Gavriel asked Hashem to allow him 
to save Avrohom. Hashem said, I am One, and Avrohom is now one in his world, so it is befitting 
that I save him. However, as a reward for wanting to save Avrohom, Hashem promised Gavriel 
that he would be allowed to save Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya. 

▪ R’ Shimon Hashiloni said, when Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya were thrown into the fire, the 
Malach in charge of hail asked to go save them. Gavriel said, that would not be a great miracle, 
because water naturally extinguishes fire. Rather, allow me (Gavriel), who is the Malach of fire, 
to go and cool the fire for them from within, and yet burn the spectators with the same fire on 
the outside. Hashem told Gavriel to go, and Gavriel said “V’emes Hashem l’olam”, because His 
promise to him was kept. 

• R’ Nosson says, the fish are the ones who said this pasuk, as follows. After the splitting 
of the Yam Suf, the Yidden were afraid that the Egyptians escaped alive from the other 
side. Hashem instructed the sea to spit out their bodies, and promised the sea that He 
would give them an even bigger number of bodies (for the fish to eat) in return for 
doing so. Hashem kept His word, and Sisra’s whole army was drowned in the sea. At 
that time, the fish said “V’emes Hashem l’olam”. 

o Reish Lakish said, the pasuk of “eim habanim simeicha” can be explained as the elders of Klal Yisrael 
saying to Hashem, Your children have made us like weasels (dwelling in the foundations of houses – 
“akeres habayis”) because of their sins.  

o Rava explained “Ahavti ki yishma Hashem” – Klal Yisrael says, we are beloved to You, Hashem, when you 
listen to our tefillos. “Dalosi v’li yehoshiya” – even though we are poor with mitzvos, we belong to You, 
so please save us.  

o R’ Yishmael the son of R’ Yose said in the name of his father, the goyim must praise Hashem because of 
the wonders that he does for them (“halelu es Hashem kol goyim). How much more so we must praise 
Hashem, Whose kindness to us knows no bounds (“ki gavar aleinu chasdo”). 

▪ R’ Yose also explained a pasuk in Tehillim as follows: Mitzrayim will want to give Moshiach a 
present, but he will not accept it. Hashem will tell Moshiach, they hosted the Yidden, so accept 
the gift. The people of Kush will say, if Mitzraim can give a gift, we, who never enslaved the 
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Yidden, should surely bring a gift. Rome will then say, if they can give a gift, we, who are 
brothers with the Yidden (they come from Esav), should surely bring a gift. However, Hashem 
will send Gavriel to prevent Rome from giving a gift. The rest of the pasuk can be understood as 
referring to the Romans having slaughtered Yidden like calves, taking bribes and never even 
keeping their word, and being the reason the Yidden were spread throughout the world (the 
Yidden’s friendship to the Romans caused that).  

▪ R’ Yose also said, there were 365 marketplaces in Rome, each with 365 towers, with each tower 
having 365 steps, and each step having enough food to sustain the entire world.  

• Rebbi explained, this food is given to the talmidei chachomim who learn Torah. 

 


